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Chairman’s letter 

 

Welcome to your 25th Anniversary Journal 

 

I am proud to be the incumbent chairman in the 25
th
 year of AEMES 

presenting to you our 25
th
 Anniversary Journal. 

When Bill and May Baker started our society they recognised that interest 
in ancient cultures was blossoming and so they deliberately made our 
society inclusive of all the civilisations in the Middle East, not just Egypt. 

There have been enormous advances in archaeology, science and 
changes in government in the Middle East since the birth of AEMES in 
1987.  

Inside this special issue of our Journal you will find a whole range of 
articles covering aspects of AEMES history, reminiscences form members 
and general historical interest.  There is something of interest for 
everybody.  We have a wide range of contributors to this issue and I 
would like to thank them for their time. 

Over the 25 years of AEMES we have had, and continue to have, a wide 
range of exceptional speakers to inform and entertain us.  We are 
committed to continue this fundamental part of AEMES meetings. 

I would like to thank your selves for supporting AEMES over these 25 
years as well as all the various committee members who have contributed 
to our 25 years of success.   

Debbie Miller, our journal editor, deserves special mention for putting 
together this anniversary issue of our Journal. 

 

So, open up and look through the articles and enjoy! 

 

David Holding 

AEMES Chairman 

 



25 Years of AEMES  
A Personal View 

 
 

“Interest in the archaeology of the most ancient east appears to be increasing and there is a 
great need for a society of wider scope than the traditional purely academic societies to focus 
popular interest. The Ancient Middle East Society is an ambitious attempt to create such a 

society. This is the brainchild of a local WEA lecturer, E.W. (Bill) Baker and his wife May. 
However, they hope to make it into a national society, and anyone interested in joining up to 

form a national society should contact them ...” 
 

Andrew Selkirk, Current Archaeology 104 (1987) p.267 
 
 
As all members of AEMES will know, 2012 marked 
the 25

th
 anniversary of the foundation of AEMES – a 

remarkable achievement given how difficult it is for 
Societies to flourish in the present climate.  It is a 
testament to the hard work put in by the AEMES 
committees over the years that the Society has 
continued to grow and develop. 
 
I have been asked to write a short introduction to this 
Anniversary volume from a personal perspective, so 
what follows is inevitably a matter of personal 
recollection, though I am pleased to say that it is a 
recollection which goes back to the earliest years of 
the Society. 
 

 

I became aware of the proposed new Society as a 
result of the piece in “Current Archaeology” quoted 
above. On May 30

th
 1987 I wrote to Bill and May to 

say that I thought the idea for a new Society was a 
very good one and would be widely welcomed.  My 
feeling then, as now, was that some of the older 
societies had rather lost their way and that a new 
approach to the dissemination of the subject was 
needed. The Ancient Middle East Society (AMES) 
offered such a means of accessing the archaeology 
of the Middle East and has lived up to its early 
promise. 
 
My letter to AMES was answered by Bruce Johnston 
the first Chairman of the Society who said that he had 
been about to contact me regarding the work I was 
doing at Amarna.  He also mentioned that a day 
conference was planned for June 1988 and I was 
asked if I could suggest speakers for such a meeting.  
I paid my subscription and have been a member ever 
since. 
 
The idea for a Society had developed from the 
enthusiasm of a group of students who had attended 
WEA classes in Egyptology organised by Bill and 
May Baker in Lincolnshire. Bill and May were totally 
committed to the subject and taught in an accessible 
and unassuming way which belied their great 
knowledge of the subject.  Their enthusiasm was 
infectious and it was easy to see why their students 
wanted to develop things further.   
 
The first meeting which I attended was the first AGM 
after the foundation of the Society and held at the 
Holland Education Centre, Knight Street, Pinchbeck 
near Spalding.  It was followed by a cheese and wine 
reception.  One of the topics discussed at the 
meeting was the AEMES Quarterly, the journal of the 
Society.  I suggested that it would be easier to get 
professional contributions to the journal if it had an 
official ISSN number and over the following months 
Bruce Johnston obtained such a number.  This 
means that our publication will be held in perpetuity 
by the British Library and has official standing. 



Visits to museums, beginning with the Ashmolean in 
1987, were quick to follow the establishment of the 
Society and AMES soon became regular visitors both 
there and at the Manchester Museum where Rosalie 
David, a pioneer in the dissemination of Egyptological 
knowledge, gave a talk and showed the group 
around. 
 
1987 saw the first of the ‘Strawberry Teas’, again at 
Pinchbeck.  These were popular events and usually 
came with good weather, but were eventually 
discontinued as venues (and weather!) mitigated 
against them. 
 
By 1989 the Society felt confident enough to organise 
an annual conference, this first entitled “Ancient 
Egypt: Fantasy, Fiction and Fact” and held at 
Horncastle College from September 1

st
 to 3

rd
.  

Horncastle was to become the regular venue for the 
Society’s meetings over many years and was the 
scene of many enjoyable meetings and conferences. 
 
Although not part of the Society’s formal programme, 
Bill and May Baker continued to give courses 
including residential ones at Horncastle, such as 
“Further Steps in Hieroglyphics” in 1991.  These were 
well supported by AEMES members and others, 
some of whom went on to become members of the 
Society. 
 
Visits to museums and to other venues of 
Egyptological interest continued, including a trip to 
Highclere Castle in 1994, well before “Downton 
Abbey” discovered it and boosted its visitor numbers!  
That same year AMES became an “affiliated body” of 
Horncastle College, securing our place there for the 
coming years. 
 
1997 marked the 10

th
 anniversary of the Society and 

a special weekend seminar at Horncastle. I was 
privileged to speak on the subject of “Experimental 
Glassmaking at Tell el-Amarna” and thoroughly 
enjoyed the occasion. 
 
The name of the Society was changed from the 
“Ancient Middle East Society” to the “Ancient Egypt 
and Middle East Society” in 1999, a ballot having 
been taken on whether it should be the “Ancient 
Middle East and Egypt Society”. 
 
In July 2000 I received a letter from Sue Kirk, then 
Honorary Secretary to the Society, to say that the 
then President, David Baker, had decided to step 
down and asking me whether I would consider taking 
on that role.  Needless to say I was very flattered by 
the offer and in early August agreed to take on the 
role so long as the Committee were not concerned by 
the fact that the distance between Cardiff and 
Horncastle meant that I could only attend one or two 

meetings each year.  Indeed, my only regret is that I 
am not able to attend more often. 
 
The deaths of Bill and May Baker in 2002 and 2003 
came as a great sadness to all who knew them, but 
the continuation of AEMES has stood as a testament 
to their enthusiasm and dedication and the Baker 
Memorial Lecture, instituted in their Memory, is an 
annual reminder of their very special contribution to 
the study of Egypt and the Middle East. 
 
In 2011 our association with Horncastle College 
came to an end and the Bishop Grosseteste 
University College became our regular venue and 
continues to serve us well.  Its location may also help 
to draw in potential members who might not 
otherwise have ventured so far away as Horncastle. 
 
In my original letter to Bill Baker I said I thought that a 
new Society would be welcomed, and that has 
certainly proved true.  At the event to mark the 
anniversary I was able to read from a letter from 
Professor Barry Kemp:  
 

“To the Ancient Egypt and Middle East 
Society. On behalf of the Amarna Trust, I 
would like to congratulate you on your 25th 
anniversary celebrations, and to wish you 
every success and satisfaction in the future. 
Prof. Barry Kemp, CBE, Chairman, Amarna 
Trust and Director, Amarna Project."   

 
His view is typical of those who have been 
associated with the Society and I have never heard a 
bad report of a meeting from any who have spoken at 
AEMES. 
 
What has made AEMES so special is the attention to 
detail paid by the Committee, arrangements for 
speakers are carefully thought out, expenses and 
fees promptly paid and there is always a warm 
welcome and that, perhaps more than anything else, 
is a great draw to speakers and visitors alike.   It is a 
great pleasure to see so many familiar faces at 
AEMES meetings as well as new comers – many of 
whom go on to become regulars. 
 
The membership have always been enthusiastic and 
well informed but over the years many have 
undertaken certificates in Egyptology and have gone 
on to give lectures to the Society, organise trips and 
contribute to the Journal.  These are features of a 
very healthy Society and one which is in very good 
hands.  
 
The present Committee, like its predecessors, is to 
be congratulated for all its hard work and dedication 
to the Society.  I look forward to seeing where the 
next quarter century takes us. 
 

 
 

 
 

Dr Paul T Nicholson 
AEMES President 



Memories  
of  
 

AEMES 
 
 

 
 

Hieroglyphs Course 
 
 

 

 
 

Strawberry Tea, 1989 

 
 
 

 
 

Conference 1990 

 
 
 

 
 

Garden Party, 1990 

 
 

Early Days … Leading to Ancient History, Language and 
Egyptian Archaeology 

 
We were involved with the Lecture Programmes connected with the WEA 
(Workers Education Association) and we enjoyed many events beginning 
during the 1980s. Many of these educational meetings took place in South 
Holland villages, including Long Sutton and at the Adult Educational 
Centre in Pinchbeck. 
 
For at least two years, some of the most popular topics covered 
astronomy and space science and these were tutored by Dr David Baker, 
who was closely associated with the US Aviation and Space programmes. 
He has published 50 books and 500 articles. Two of these were standard 
works, including The Rocket (1978) and the History of Manned Space 
Flight (1981, 1985). Dr David Baker is, of course, the son of Dr E Bill 
Baker and his equally well-known wife, May – the co-founders of AEMES. 
 
Prior to 1987, we were fortunate enough to be able to attend lectures by 
Bill, who was the most distinguished tutor in the WEA in our area, who 
taught us about Egypt and the Middle East. His wife, May, attended all the 
sessions and made our weekly classes such friendly events. 
 
Many of the students followed a three-year course on hieroglyphs, and we 
eventually received our WEA Certificates presented by Dr Rosalie David, 
who kindly came from Manchester Museum to honour us in this way. 
 
It was during the period of these classes and the continuance of the 
hieroglyphic studies for a further three years that May was inspired to 
form a society to be named the Ancient Middle East Society (AMES) to 
spread knowledge and contact with peoples of this area. Many of the 
students at these classes joined the society and eventually the name was 
extended to include “Egypt” (AEMES) to make it more understandable. 
 
The twenty-five year-old Ancient Egypt and Middle East Society obviously 
received a wonderful launch, supported by such inspiring educationalists. 

 
Laura and Leslie Garner 

 
 
 

Early Memories of AEMES … 
 

I do not have any clear memories regarding the beginnings of AEMES - 
as I was very busy both at home and at work. 
 
I have all the usual memories of Bill and May Baker. They came to my last 
Boston Group party, after Bill had lectured to us, before my husband died 
in 1980. 
 
My only memory of actually starting the society was at classes in Boston 
in 1986 when we were asked whether any of us would join a society. I 
said, “Yes, please”.  
 
We all have happy memories of Horncastle College – the AGM Weekend 
Conferences, the Strawberry Teas, and when we planted the Baker 
Memorial tree. 
 
Happy Days! 

Corinne Ness 
 

 

 



How I became involved in AEMES …  
 

I had often spoken of my wish to go to Egypt. My daughter, Judith, made 
it a reality when she invited me to go with her on holiday. So it was that 
we set off on 14

th
 January 1991 with a group called Explore for the 

holiday of a lifetime … I was not disappointed. 
 
Due to the Gulf War, there were just five of us in our party instead of 
eighteen. We were guarded by soldiers throughout, but we didn’t meet 
any trouble. In Aswan, I went into the Tourist Information Office and it 
was there that I met Farag Gomaa – the first Egyptian member of 
AEMES. He gave me a bookmark with details of the society and Bill & 
May Baker’s address.  
 
How fortuitous that the society should be based in Lincolnshire! … So I 
made contact. My membership has brought many happy years of 
attending meetings and events. Thank you to all those who have made 
this possible … 

 
Rosemary Fiddy 

 
 

AEMES: the last 15 Years 
 
I have been a member for fifteen years and have seen our Society grow 
with the years. I have enjoyed all our seminars and have learned 
something new at every meeting.  
 
The spirit of AEMES lives on, which is a tribute to Bill Baker and his 
lovely wife, May. I feel as though I am among family at every event that I 
attend. I shall still continue to attend our events until old Father Time 
intervenes. No praise is too high for the lecturers that have enlightened 
us with their knowledge … I think that AEMES will continue to grow in 
the oncoming years. 
 

Bill Cooper 
PS I should like to pay tribute to our committee for the organisation of the 
Society. 
 
 

Congratulations! 
  
My memories of the early days of 'AMES' - as the Society was first 
named - are many and some of the happiest I can recall. Together with 
my late husband, Bruce Johnston, we were thrilled to be invited by our 
tutors in Egyptology, Bill and May Baker, to become two of the team of 
founder members of the Society. Bruce became the first Chairman and I, 
the first Editor of the Journal.  I still remember the many 
enthusiastic meetings we had and the excitement of planning how the 
Society might come to fruition.   May and Bill Baker - very dear and still 
missed - were the inspiration and guiding light behind the whole project. I 
clearly remember the hard work put in by all the people involved in those 
early days. Most of all I fondly remember those people. 
  
The Society has 'Moved On' to say the least, and I wish you all a further 
25 Years of success and happiness. 
 

Pam Johnston 
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Conference, 2005 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Conference, 2005 
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AEMES & Travelling 
in  

Egypt and Beyond 
 
 

Rob’s first introduction to the 
Middle East, including Egypt, 
was in 1972 when he was 
travelling overland from South 
Africa to England, and it wasn’t 
until 1980 when we were 
married and had two young sons 
that we travelled from Saudi 
Arabia sailing up the Red Sea to 
Suez on our drive back to the 
UK.   
 
A stay at the Old Winter Palace 
Hotel in Luxor, the “delights” of 
the overnight rail journey from 
Luxor back to Cairo courtesy of 
Egyptian Railways added to the 
experience and enjoyment of 
Cairo, Luxor and Alexandria, 
though in the heat of the day 
with a three year old and 22 
month old we were not able to 
make the most of our trip (a 
memorable occasion was 
piggybacking our youngest up 
the inside of the Great Pyramid).    
 
Even so we were awe-inspired 
and mesmerised by the sites 
that we saw and we vowed then 
that we would return to Egypt for 
a more leisurely look, but it was 
quite a number of years before 
we were able to.    
 
In the interim we drove to Jordan 
visiting Petra, the Crusader 
castles, Amman and Jerash. We 
then made three visits to Egypt 
each time discovering and 
seeing more and more sites, and 
our interest in the Middle East 
has broadened visiting Libya 
and Syria.  
     
I first knew about AEMES a 
number of years ago when I was 
attending a residential weekend 
course at Horncastle but then 
was not the right time to join.  
 
When we did eventually initially 
attend AEMES, we were 
overwhelmed by the very warm 
welcome we received from other 
members; how could we not 
join?     
 

We thoroughly enjoy all of our days with AEMES, the companionship of 
other members, the broad range of speakers, including AEMES own 
members, each lecturer passing on to us more and more  fascinating 
information on ancient civilisations, giving us much food for thought and 
the question of where do we visit next?   
  

We look forward to the next 25 years of AEMES! 
 

 
 

Karnak, 1972  

 

 
 

Karnak, 1972  

 

 
 

Wadi Haifa off the train from Khartoum before boarding for Aswan 

 

Christine Watkins 
(Photographs by Robert Watkins) 

 



Twenty Years in Egyptology  
 

 

Frighteningly, it is now two decades since I first 
spoke at AEMES – on 16

th
 May 1992 on ‘The 

Memphite City of the Dead’. I’m not quite sure I 
remember how I landed the gig, but they seemed to 
like me, as I seem to have been back most years 
since! During that time I have happy memories of a 
number of convivial evenings in the bar at Horncastle 
and tottering off to bed across the grass: I will miss 
the old place! 

Those twenty years have been eventful ones. When I 
first came up, I was regularly lecturing on Thomas 
Cook’s full-length Nile cruises, until terrorists taking 
potshots at boats brought these idyllic voyages to an 
end. Their campaign culminated in the Deir el-Bahari 
massacre and the attack on a tour bus outside the 
Egyptian Museum in 1997 – the latter of which I 
missed by 24 hours: I still remember seeing the 
blackened shell of that bus dumped just off the 
square when our study-tour group arrived to have the 
Museum pretty well to ourselves. But the terrorists 
had dealt themselves a fatal blow by these acts: 
widespread revulsion amongst the Egyptian 
population meant that they lost what support they 
had ever had, and in some way, I think, contributed 
to the (broadly) peaceful nature of the 2011 
revolution.  

Tourism of course suffered from these atrocities – but 
eventually bounced back – as hopefully will tourism 
today. I led probably the first tour back to Egypt after 
the 2011 revolution, and the warmth of our reception 
made it clear that there was never any threat to 
visitors during the revolt. I was back again earlier this 
year and continue to urge people to take advantage 
of the low prices and empty sites: the hordes will be 
back …. 

Back in those days I was living in London, which 
made the trip up to Lincolnshire fairly straightforward. 
I had been there since 1987, when I had been forced 
by academic poverty to take a ‘short-term’ Civil 
Service ‘day-job’ that ended up lasting for a quarter-
century. I had, however, picked up some evening-
class teaching, and was a founder committee-
member of the Friends of the Petrie Museum, which 
allowed me to keep Egyptological hand in. Then, the 

said ‘day job’ was announced as relocating to Bristol, 
which had some far reaching results (apart from 
changing ends of the M4!). 

First, I ran into Mark Horton of Bristol University’s 
Archaeology Department at a party at the British 
Museum, who invited me to consider doing some 
part-time teaching for them once I’d moved west. 
Thus, two days after moving to Bristol, I was teaching 
my first class of a two-year university evening course 
on Egyptology (in those heady days when such 
provision was regarded as most universities’ core 
activities), and a year later a daytime undergraduate 
one as well (having agreed with my day-job bosses 
that I could be let out one morning a week in term-
time). 

Second, one of my students at that first evening class 
was a lady named Dyan, who I would marry three 
years later … 

So for fifteen years I mixed my two careers, with the 
formal teaching supplemented with the writing of 
books, articles and reviews, together with lectures to 
various Egyptological societies (one of which was of 
course AEMES!) and institutions in the UK and 
elsewhere – the latter including invitations to Spain, 
Italy and even Australia. I also instituted a yearly 
lecture tour of the USA, to tie in with the annual 
conference of the American Research Center in 
Egypt each spring, making many good friends in the 
process. Finally, I continued accompanying tours to 
Egypt – no longer the more general tours I had been 
taking with Cook’s, but the more focussed ones 
offered by Ancient World Tours, taking groups to 
almost every corner of Egypt. Next year I will also be 
branching out into tours of northern Sudan, 
somewhere that knocked me out on my first visit, last 
year. The Egyptian and Sudanese governments are 
in discussion over re-opening cross-border tourism, 
and hopefully within a few years it will be possible to 
take a single trip from Cairo to Khartoum (albeit with 
a few changes of transport en-route!). 

This has all tied in with a desire to do everything 
possible to widen popular access to Egyptology, 
which had prompted me to get involved in the 
Friends of the Petrie Museum and also to seek 
election to the then-Committee of the Egypt 
Exploration Society – of whose Board of Trustees I 
became Chairman in 2011, thirty-five years after 
having joined the Society as a 15 year old schoolboy. 
On the same basis the Bristol evening course had 
finished, I joined with some of my students to found 
the Egypt Society of Bristol, which I have chaired 
ever since. 

While I thus was able to enjoy a vibrant Egyptological 
life, it was still frustrating to have work around the 
constraints of the day-job – something that led me to 
taking a three-month career-break a few years ago to 
finish off a long-outstanding book. Then, with the 
advent of the Coalition Government and its cull of 



Civil Servants, the opportunity presented itself of 
applying for early retirement. Thus, at the end of 
September I found myself back to full-time 
Egyptology for the first time in a quarter-century. 
Amongst other things, it allowed me to accept the 
offer of a spending the Spring of 2013 as a Visiting 
Professor of Egyptology at the American University in 
Cairo. So, all-in-all, a varied and exciting two 
decades, and one in which my regular trips to 
Lincolnshire has played a notable part! 

Dr Aidan Dodson  
 
 

Senior 
Research 
Fellow in 

Archaeology, 
University of 

Bristol 
Simpson 
Visiting 

Professor of 
Egyptology, 
American 

University in 
Cairo 

 
                                                                                    Photograph supplied by Aidan Dodson

 
………………………………………. 

 
God’s Wives of Amun 
 
The First Baker Memorial Lecture given by Aidan Dodson at the May Weekend Conference 2003 

 
Aidan began by suggesting the God’s Wives of Amun were a special group of women in Ancient Egypt who were 
not as well known as they should be. He then went on to address this issue by introducing us to the holders of that 
title from the New Kingdom to the Persian invasion of Egypt. 
 
We first hear of the title at the very beginnings of the New Kingdom in the last years of the Seventeenth Dynasty 
and the early years of the Eighteenth Dynasty, although a similar title may have existed in the Middle Kingdom. 
Nevertheless, it is as the god Amun himself was elevated in status, that the title of God’s Wife of Amun came into 
being. It should be pointed out that the title implicitly referred to Amun and clearly did not mean wife of the divine 
king. 
 
Ahmes-Nefertiry, wife and sister of Ahmose I, first pharaoh of the Eighteenth Dynasty, seems uniquely to have held 
the title of Second Prophet of Amun for a while. When she gave this up to her eldest son, Ahmose-ankh (who died 
prematurely), she became God’s Wife of Amun, thus creating a female counterpoint to the High Priest and placed a 
member of royalty in the priesthood. The title passed onto Ahmes Nefertiry’s daughter, Ahmes-Sitamun, and then 
onto Meryetamun, Amenhotep I’s wife. 
 
We then come to the fascinating time of Hatshepsut. She used God’s Wife of Amun as her principal title until the 
seventh year of her regency for Tuthmosis III, when the title was then passed onto her daughter, Neferure. It is at 
this point that the title of God’s Wife is first separated from the position of king’s wife — unless Neferure married 
Tuthmosis III, as is possible. The title was then passed back to the king’s wife when Tuthmosis III’s wife, Sitiah, 
became God’s Wife of Amun. But then it moved briefly away from centre stage when it may have been passed to 
the king’s mother-in-law, Huy; however, it then was picked up by her daughter, Queen Meryetre, and then 
Tuthmosis IV’s mother, Tia. 
 
Of course, during the Amarna Period, the title no longer had any significance because Amun, as god, was ignored 
as the Aten was elevated along with the divinity of the royal family of Akhenaten and Nefertiti.  
 
By the time of the Nineteenth Dynasty, the role of God’s Wife of Amun had changed because of the changing 
relationship with the god, Amun. The title was held by Ramesses II’s mother, Tuy, and his wife, Nefertari, amongst 
others. It was the principal title of Tausert, the widow of Seti II, who was regent for Siptah at the end of the 
Nineteenth Dynasty. 
 
During the Twentieth Dynasty, a number of royal wives held the title. With Iset, the daughter of Ramesses VI, the 
title was once more separated from the role of king’s wife, a situation which became permanent in the Third 
Intermediate Period. Indeed, the last time that a queen holds the title of God’s Wife of Amun is Tyti of the late 
Twentieth Dynasty. 
Data about the Twenty-first Dynasty comes from the temple of Khonsu at Karnak. The High Priest of Amun 
gradually assumed royal dress and then became local pharaoh as Pinudjem I, his eldest daughter becoming the 
God’s Wife of Amun. This was Maatkare, named after the prenomen of Hatshepsut; indeed, Pinudjem also used 
another Eighteenth Dynasty prenomen as a name for another of his children: Menkheperre — none other than 
Tuthmosis III. Moreover, Maatkare was given a prenomen of her own, which gave her elevated status. Her 



accession marked a definitive move away from married women as God’s Wives to a woman married only to Amun. 
Indeed, an awareness of this custom led to a “scandal” surrounding Maatkare when her coffin was opened by 
Maspero, for with her mummy was the mummified body of what appeared, and was believed to be, a baby! How 
could this be if Maatkare was supposed to be a virgin, faithful to Amun? The evidence was stacked against her, as 
when Elliot Smith examined Maatkare’s body he concluded that she had lactating breasts and had given birth 
shortly before death. The speculation was laid to rest, however, when the royal mummies were X-rayed in the 
1980s. Apparently, there was some spare film left, so it was decided to X-ray the “baby”. The developed image was 
of a baboon! Maatkare had taken her favourite pet into the afterlife with her. So, what about Smith’s conclusions? 
Obviously, his examination had been influenced by the belief that the small mummy was Maatkare’s baby and he 
had failed to consider the fact of packing used by the mummifiers to make a body look more lifelike – a practice 
adopted during the Twenty-first Dynasty. 
 
After, the excitement of Maatkare’s situation, there is a lack of visibility in the archaeological record surrounding the 
God’s Wife of Amun for the next few generations, except for some shabtis. We next hear of Karomarna  G as 
God’s Wife, during the reign of Osorkon II in the Twenty-second Dynasty. Her origins are uncertain and she does 
not have the title of king’s daughter on any existing monument. The Third Intermediate Period is somewhat 
complex, and the Twenty-second Dynasty is overlapped by the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Dynasties. We 
know, however, that Shepenwepet I, the eldest daughter of Osorkon III, became God’s Wife of Amun.  
 
She was holding this title when increasing Nubian influence in the south of Egypt led to the appointment of 
Amenirdis I as Shepenwepet’s adopted daughter and heir. Amenirdis was sister of Piye, who later invaded Egypt 
from Nubia and founded the Twenty-fifth Dynasty.  
 
Shepenwepet I lived on into old age; indeed many of the God’s Wives lived into their 80s/90s. We learn much 
about the God’s Wives of Amun of this period from their chapels at Medinet Habu and their Karnak monuments; 
amongst the latter is a famous alabaster statue of Amenirdis I from Karnak in Cairo Museum. Another title in 
addition to God’s Wife comes into prominent use during this dynasty. This title – God’s Hand – seems to refer to 
the heiress to the title of God’s Wife, if the former had now herself adopted an heir; although Amenirdis I continued 
to use the title of God’s Hand even after she had adopted her own heiress. The use of titles is thus still somewhat 
unclear. We have some fragmentary shabtis of Amenirdis I in Chicago and there are some small chapels of the 
God’s Wife of Amun at Karnak. Shepenwepet II, daughter of Piye, followed Amenirdis I as God’s Wife. 
 
Amenirdis II was then to become God’s Wife, but the Assyrians came into Egypt, chased out the Kushites, and 
then withdrew allowing the Saite Twenty-sixth Dynasty to take up power. An Adoption Stela shows that Amenirdis II 
was to pass the title of God’s Wife on to Nitocris, but it seems that Amenirdis II was then missed out completely as 
she remained God’s Hand and Nitocris became God’s Wife when Shepenwepet II died. Both Shepenwepet II and 
Nitocris had tombs at Medinet Habu. Nitocris adopted a Saite princess, Shepenwepet III. The Twenty-sixth Dynasty 
is a high point in the power of the God’s Wife of Amun as the High Priest of Amun disappeared and the officials of 
the God’s Wife become prominent and powerful in Thebes. The sarcophagus of Nitocris is reminiscent of those of 
the Twentieth Dynasty kings, with a recumbent figure and a typically New Kingdom dummy sledge feature. We also 
have shabti figures in Chicago. Again, the God’s Wife had a long life, and when Nitocris died the title passed on to 
Ankhnesneferibre, daughter of Psametik II, during the reign of Apries. Ankhnesneferibre’s sarcophagus is in the 
British Museum and she had chapels at Karnak leading to the temple of Ptah. 
 
She was destined to be the last God’s Wife of Amun, for when the Persians invaded Egypt under Campyses, the 
office and title disappeared. It is not clear whether Ankhnesneferibre was still alive at this time. Nitocris II, 
Ankhnesneferibre’s adopted heir became instead the High Priest of Amun for a while, but seems never to have 
become God’s Wife. 
 
In the hillside, north of Deir el-Medina, the sarcophagi of Ankhnesneferibre and Nitocris were found having been 
reused during the Ptolemaic period (for the story about the sarcophagus of Ankhnesnefeibre please refer to the 
report of Aidan’s previous lecture “Duke Alexander’s Sarcophagi” in the December 2002 Journal). 
 
So we came to the end of the lecture. Aidan re-emphasised that the God’s Wives of Amun deserve more attention 
than they are usually given, and concluded that it is perhaps fitting that the last High Priest of Amun was actually a 
woman! 
 
I’m sure we all agree that Aidan made our first Baker Memorial Lecture a most interesting and memorable 
occasion.  
 

Report by Debbie Miller 

 
(Originally published in the December 2003 Issue of the AEMES Journal) 

 
 



My AEMES Memories 
 

On Sunday 20
th
 April 2008 I had the honour of 

delivering the Baker Memorial Lecture at the annual 
conference of AEMES. My 
subject was ‘The Philistines’ – a 
subject that I feel Bill Baker, the 
Society’s founder, would have 
approved of. I had already been a 
member of AEMES for about 
three years. 
 
I did not have the honour and 
pleasure of knowing Dr E W (Bill) 
Baker personally as I only 
became a member of AEMES 
shortly after his death. I knew him 
by reputation and was quite 
surprised that we had similar 
interests and goals. Not the least 
of those interests is Biblical 
Archaeology. It was also quite 
fortuitous that my first lecture for 
AEMES was on the Hittites, a 
subject of great interest to Bill also. Bill’s 
archaeological interests were fairly broad but his 
great passion was for the archaeology of the Near 
and Middle East 
 
Bill provided the dynamic for AEMES and, even 
though we have all moved forward in time, it is 
profoundly respectful that we should honour his 
memory and remember that AEMES was his 
creation. He would have been very proud that his 
baby is now 25 years old. 
 
That being said, it is the officers, committee and 
members who have kept Bill’s vision alive and rolling 

forward. I, for one, have benefitted greatly from the 
sense of camaraderie and the friendships I have 

made through AEMES. 
 
Most of us will always 
remember the Society’s 
historic and halcyon 
association with Horncastle 
College and our stimulating 
‘campus’ days. For those 
who are regretful, the 
ambience of AEMES is 
carried with it. We should all 
get four-square behind the 
Chairman, officers and 
committee to create a new 
age for AEMES and look 
forward to the next 25 years.  
 
Alas, being a person who, in 
four languages, has never 
learned to say ‘no’, I often 

have too many irons in the fire to make it feasible for 
me to attend all AEMES meetings. However, as a 
professional archaeologist, college lecturer, writer 
and Chairman of The Ancient World Society, I have 
been able to make some contributions to AEMES. 
 
As well as contributing to the Journal, I have been 
able to share my own archaeological experiences 
and expertise and have been touched by the support 
that I have had from other members. Talks on the 
Hittites, Minoans, the Amarna Interlude, the 
Philistines, the Exodus, Jericho and Solomon’s 
Temple have all served to keep my grey cells sharp 
and I hope have given the members pleasure. 

 
So, Happy Anniversary AEMES! Here’s to the next 25 years. 

 

Michael Hoadley 
 

…………………………………………………. 

 
Carchemish: Then and Now 
 
Carchemish, known locally as Jerablus which was its Biblical name, is located on the frontier between Turkey and 
Syria. It was an important city of the Mitanni, Hittite, and Neo-Assyrian Empires and it was the site of a major battle 
between the Egyptians and the Babylonians which is mentioned in the Bible. The city is thought to be the place 
where the world’s first peace treaty was signed – the Treaty of Kades between Rameses II and Hattusil III. It is a 
very politically sensitive place to carry out excavations. 
 
The town of Jerablus lies alongside the Outer Town on the Syrian side of the border. The town of Karkamis is on 
the Turkish side of the border. Urban and agricultural expansion and a minefield, which was cleared in 2010, have 
been a threat to the archaeological integrity of the site. The Global Heritage Fund is working with Durham 
University to map the damage to the site in what is called The Land of Carchemish Project. 
 
The site of Carchemish has been occupied since the Neolithic. It has produced pottery dating from about 3000 BC 
and tombs from about 2300 BC which are Early Bronze Age. Documents found in the 3

rd
 Millennium BC archives at 

Ebla mention the city. According to documents from the archives of Alalakh and Mari (ca. 1800BC), Carchemish 
was ruled by King Aplahanda and was an important centre of the timber trade. The city had treaty relationships with 



Mitanni and Ugarit. In ancient times, Carchemish commanded the main ford across the Euphrates in the region. 
This situation, it is presumed, contributed greatly to its historic and strategic importance. 
 
Egypt’s Thutmose I erected a stela near the city in celebration of his conquest of Syria and other lands beyond the 
Euphrates. Toward the end of Akhenaton’s reign, the city was captured by the Hittite king, Suppiluliuma I (14

th
 

Century BC.) He used it to create a separate kingdom for his son Piyashshili. 
 
During the Late Bronze Age, Carchemish became one of the most important centres of the Hittite Empire. It 
reached its apogee around the 11

th
 Century BC. Carchemish survived the invasion of The Sea Peoples to which 

the rest of the Hittite Empire fell. 
 
It continued to be the capital of an important Neo-Hittite kingdom and a trading centre during the Iron Age. 
Carchemish’s small empire stretched from Southeast Asia Minor to Northern Syria and the West Bend of the 
Euphrates. Its Great King saw himself as the true heir of the now defunct central dynasty of Hattusa. This little 
Empire endured from about 1175BC to 990BC. Then, it lost control of its imperial possessions and became merely 
a local city state. 
 
Under Hittite rule, the patron deity of Carchemish was Kubaba. She is represented as a dignified woman wearing a 
long robe and holding a mirror. 
 
During the 9

th
 Century BC, Carchemish paid tribute to the Assyrian Kings Ashurnasirpal II and Shalmaneser III. It 

was conquered by Sargon II in 717BC. 
 
In 605 BC, the forces of Nebuchadrezzar II of Babylon and Pharaoh Necho II of Egypt and the remnants of the 
Assyrian army clashed in the Battle of Carchemish which is described in Chapter 46 of the Book of Jeremiah in the 
Bible. Necho’s aim was to contain the westward advance of the Babylonians and cut off their trade routes across 
the Euphrates. The Egyptians were defeated by the unexpected attacks of the Babylonians and, eventually, were 
expelled from Syria. 
 
Archaeologically, the ruins of Carchemish are extensive. The site lies in Turkey near the frontier with Syria. A 
Turkish military base has been built on the Inner Town and acropolis and access is restricted. Most of the Outer 
Town is in Syrian territory. 
 
Despite the fact that Carchemish has always been well known to scholars because of its Biblical associations its 
location was only identified in 1876 by George Smith who excavated there for the British Museum. Excavations 
were carried on by several scholars, famously Sir Leonard Woolley and Lawrence of Arabia, were interrupted by 
World War I, renewed in 1920, and ended with the Turkish War of Independence. The early excavations uncovered 
substantial Assyrian and Neo-Hittite remains that included defensive structures, palaces, temples, numerous basalt 
statues and reliefs with hieroglyphic inscriptions. 
 
Areas of Carchemish’s Inner Town in Turkey were explored and exposed by early investigators. However, work 
has carried on in the Outer Town and surrounding region that has added greatly to our knowledge of the site. 
 
With the clearance of mines on the Turkish side of the site, archaeological work was expected to resume. 
Excavations of the Inner Town have been planned by a joint Turkish/Italian team. 
 
Archaeological research on the Syrian side is being conducted as part of The Land of Carchemish Project which 
started in 2006 under the direction of Professor T J Wilkinson (Durham University) and Professor E Peltenberg 
(University of Edinburgh). 
 
The Land of Carchemish Project benefited from the sponsorship and funding of the Council for British Research in 
the Levant and is continuing with funding from the British Academy, and in the 2010 season from the Global 
Heritage Fund. The project aims to provide a broad landscape context to Carchemish which includes the 
investigation of the terrain away from the river. 
 
Carchemish has been designated an endangered cultural heritage site and labelled “at risk” by the Global Heritage 
Fund. A critical component of the work has involved defining the limits of the ancient city in relation to the modern 
town that threatens to encroach on it. 
 
Probably the two most famous and glamorous archaeologists associated with Carchemish were Charles Leonard 
Woolley (later Sir Leonard Woolley) and T E Lawrence (later Lawrence of Arabia). These two young men were in 
charge of the 1911-1914 excavations and wrote colourful accounts of their experiences. In 1913, Lawrence wrote 
to his family, “We found a great gateway with long walls leading up to it, all lined with great carved slabs . . . Then a 
great base of two lions, holding up on their backs a great statue of a god, sitting on a stone chair, and holding a 
club . . .” 



Woolley, who died in 1960, is considered to be one of the first ‘modern’ archaeologists. After the First World War 
he returned to the life of the excavator. Lawrence did not return to archaeology and spent the remainder of his 
short life avoiding the glare of the publicity that he largely generated for himself. 
 
After World War I, the region was very much neglected for 70 years. This changed in the late 1980’s when the 
construction of dams along the Euphrates River brought archaeologists back in major local and international rescue 
projects. The area around the site of Carchemish is subject to inundation. 
 
T J Wilkinson and Edgar Peltenburg are among the archaeologists to return to the site and they have been 
recording the changing fortunes of the land of Carchemish. It is a key area of the Ancient Near East as Carchemish 
was the Hittite capital of the Empire’s Syrian provinces. For their landscape survey, Wilkinson and Peltenburg 
endeavoured to get a long-term history of settlement and landscape from the earliest prehistoric settlement through 
to the population explosion that coincided with the incorporation of the area into the Empires of the Assyrians, 
Seleucids, Romans and Byzantines. The two scholars also focused their attention on the tell site of Jerablus 
Tahtani, adjacent to the British Museum sponsored work at Carchemish. 
 
The tell site continues to yield important material for the Uruk Period (4

th
 Millennium BC.) The period is 

synonymous with the growth of early civilization. The name ‘Uruk’ comes from the southern Mesopotamian city 
most closely identified with the invention of writing and other characteristics of the Sumerian civilization. 
 
Lawrence and Woolley excavated finds from deep inside the site’s acropolis mound that included Uruk pottery. In 
post-Uruk levels, they discovered metal rich ‘champagne’ cist graves – so named for the abundance of tall 
stemmed cups found in them. However, at the time, little could be said about the significance of many of their 
discoveries. 
 
At the neighbouring tell site of Jerablus Tahtani, Peltenberg and Wilkinson are finding the same sequences of 
material and they are poised to add information about these ill-defined early periods, and provide new insights on 
Carchemish itself. 
 
Today, much of the landscape has been lost beneath the dam waters. It remains to be seen, in light of the recent 
troubles in Syria, just how much work, if any, will be conducted on the site of this famous Hittite city. 
 

Michael Hoadley 
 

…………………………………………………. 

 
 

Congratulations to AEMES on their  
25th Anniversary 

 
 

Heartfelt congratulations on the 25-year anniversary of this 
great project.  I wish your Society continued progress and 

success in spreading appreciation of the Ancient Near East 
and new scientific achievements, which serves humanity and 

science. 
 

May I repeat the invitation made many years ago by my 
predecessor, Ossama, and taken up by some members …  

 
AEMES members are most welcome to come and use the 

Library of the Nubia Museum when in Aswan. 
 

All best wishes. 

 
 

Dr Rageh Zaher Mohamed 
 

Director of Nubian Museum 

 
 

 
Photograph by Heather Edwards 



Twenty-Five Years of AEMES (AMES)  
 

Twenty Five years is an impressive milestone and 
many congratulations are due to AEMES for their 
unflagging enthusiasm in exploring and promoting 
the world of ancient Egypt and the Near East – a 
combination of geographical regions that closely 
reflects scholarly interest over the last quarter 
century in the theory of world systems that seeks to 
explain change in relation to the interconnections 
between cultures as much as their differences. This 
approach raises AEMES above other societies with 
their more narrowly defined boundaries. 
 
It is usual in this journal to report on the ancient past: 
new ideas about the civilisations that lie at the root of 
our own as told through the society's busy 
programme of talks, conferences and visits. I would 
briefly like to remind the reader, however, of events 
in Iraq over the last twenty-five years (leaving Egypt, 
Iran, Turkey and the Levant to others) and how these 
have been transformative or restrictive in our 
understanding of the ancient Middle East.  
 
When AEMES (AMES) was established in 1987, the 
Middle East was a very different place. Supported by 
the West, Saddam Hussein had taken Iraq into a 
bloody conflict with Iran. This had been raging for 
four years and would continue for one year more. 
The conflict inevitably restricted access for 
archaeologists to many areas of the country, 
especially along the border with Iran. Nonetheless, 
extensive excavations by Iraqi and international 
teams were ongoing, exploring sites raging from 
deep prehistory through the Islamic period. This work 
took place against the backdrop of discoveries made 
over the previous decade, largely the product of 
rescue excavations in advance of the building of 
major dams on the Tigris and Euphrates. Among the 
questions being debated as a result of this work were 
the relationships between Egypt and Mesopotamia, 
especially during the fourth millennium BC when the 
very the foundations of the state were being laid. 
 
Recent surveys of sites in southern Iraq have 
revealed the damage that occurred to many 
archaeological sites during the Iraq-Iran War with 
bomb craters and gun emplacements cut into the 
ancient mounds. Two years after the end of this 
conflict, Saddam invaded Kuwait and Operation 
Storm was launched to remove his forces. It was, 
however, the sanctions imposed by the West in the 
aftermath of the war that curtailed the possibility of 
excavating in Iraq - it was simply impossible to 
transfer funds for equipment or to pay local workers. 
While it was still possible to visit the country, 
archaeological work in Iraq ceased. As the sanctions 
began to take effect, resources for Iraqi colleagues in 
museums, universities and cultural departments 
gradually diminished as the regime diverted them to 
protect their own needs – thus began a period of over 
20 years in which generations of Iraqi students and 
their teachers were starved of access to ongoing 
scholarship. Unable to work in Iraq, Western 
archaeologists shifted their attentions to the 

surrounding regions and began to explore sites in 
Syria, Turkey and the Gulf. New patterns of ancient 
relations and influences emerged as trade routes and 
cultural borrowings were identified. 
 
These disasters were compounded by the second 
Gulf War. In the years leading up to the 2003 US-led 
invasion, looting became a feature at many sites in 
Iraq – and this continued despite the death penalty 
being imposed for the crime. Vast numbers of objects 
were torn from the ground by increasingly 
impoverished people and smuggled out of the 
country by increasingly wealthier people to feed the 
antiquities market especially in the US, Europe and 
Japan. With the invasion itself, the Iraq Museum was 
looted: stores full of unaccessioned objects from 
excavations were trashed and some 15,000 objects 
stolen (many of the movable treasures had 
fortunately been sent to the vaults of the National 
Bank). The country's second museum in Mosul was 
also ransacked. In the early years of the occupation 
of the country, archaeological sites continued to be 
looted - even the modern metal roof protecting the 
Assyrian palace at Nineveh was stolen, exposing the 
vulnerable reliefs to the elements. And as security 
across the country collapsed, cultural sites, such as 
the spiral minaret at Samarra, suffered in the face of 
sectarian violence. In the West, scholars divided their 
time between highlighting the damage being done in 
Iraq - working with the US and UK forces when 
possible to address the looting (some 7000 objects 
taken from the Iraq Museum have been recovered 
both in Iraq and in countries around the world) - 
and’re-excavating' museum collections in London, 
Paris, Berlin and Chicago. Societies such as AEMES 
played a vital role in promoting awareness of the 
importance of this cultural heritage for the world. 
 
10 years on from the invasion, Iraq remains a 
dangerous place but there is increasing room for 
optimism. In February this year, the Iraqi government 
authorised excavation permits for six foreign 
archaeological teams, including Italian and British 
researchers who have begun to dig sites in the 
southern half of the country. Their work will 
complement the work of local Iraqi archaeologists. 
Other teams are surveying and excavating numerous 
sites in Kurdistan. The Iraqi Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities estimates that there are some 40,000 
sites in Iraq that have yet to be explored - we have 
literally only begun to scratch the surface. The 
potential of the region for helping us to understand 
our past is truly immense and underscores the 
importance of AEMES in disseminating and 
popularising the ancient Middle East without which its 
study would have little meaning. Here's to the next 
twenty five years of discovery - one that we all hope 
will be in an increasingly peaceful Middle East. 

 
 

Dr Paul Collins 
 



2012 is a Big Year for AEMES
 

There is a great synergy between the EES and 
societies like AEMES. Both are devoted to sharing 
knowledge of ancient cultures with their audiences - 
Egypt in our case and more widely the Middle East 
as well in the case of AEMES. There is also a very 
healthy synergy with the audiences as well: both 
organisations depend on members paying 
subscription fees, buying publications and attending 
events to fund their work. This might seem like a 
precarious position to be in and no doubt both might 
prefer sometimes to be able to rely on the security 
provided by a substantial grant or endowment. 
However, the dependence on members also keeps 
us on our toes: both organisations must ensure that 
their activities are of value and interest to their 
members, to ensure that they are willing to invest in it 
 
It is testimony therefore to the success of AEMES 
that it is still thriving, despite the challenges of an 
ever-changing landscape in further education and a 
grim financial situation.   
 
We at the EES are watching the various changes 
very closely. In terms of funding, Egyptology was 
perhaps in something of a golden age a few years 
ago: new university and museum posts were created 
and the number of students studying Egyptology, and 
its relatives Ancient History, archaeology etc, were 
higher than ever before. There were more people 
studying the subject and a very healthy supply of 
talented young Egyptologists ready to take up any 
vacant posts as they were advertised. Discussions 
with colleagues suggest the situation is changing fast 
however.  
 
Of course the Society was very directly affected by 
changes to the funding for arts and humanities 
research a few years ago. In 2006 we learnt that that 
the grant which, since the 1940s, had been provided 
by the British Academy to support our research in the 
field would be reduced to 50% of what had become 
the expected amount for two years, and then 
withdrawn completely.  
 
In some ways the timing for the EES was fortuitous, 
coming as it did before the worst of the financial crisis 
of 2008 onwards hit. By this time we had already put 
a great deal of energy and thought into re-energising 
our activities and particularly fundraising.  
 
We have changed our activities in a number of ways 
as a result: we now put on many more events, of 
more different kinds - lectures, seminars, evening 
classes - and in a wider variety of places around the 
UK and beyond than before – in part thanks to 
collaborations with societies such as AEMES. We are 
making much better use of the web and particularly 
social networks to circulate news of our activities 
including our fieldwork - several of our teams post 
reports on their progress directly from the field in 
Egypt. We have created a Newsletter which is sent to 
members three times a year along with our 
magazine, Egyptian Archaeology and the world-

leading Journal of Egyptian Archaeology. We have 
also given greater priority to our archives - the 
documentation generated by over a century of 
archaeology in Egypt, from Petrie to present-day. Not 
only is this uniquely valuable resource entirely 
deserving of the conservation and research work now 
focussed on it, making light of the collection is a very 
useful way for us to celebrate the Society's rich 
history and great achievements.  
 
The changes and modernisation continue. We are 
currently reviewing the ways in which we fund 
original research in the field in Egypt and elsewhere 
to ensure that we are making best use of the limited 
resources available to us. For the same reason we 
are also taking a very close look at our current base 
in Doughty Mews, central London. We want to make 
sure that the premises are truly fit to provide what we 
need: space for visiting researchers, lectures, 
seminars and evening classes, and the archive, 
library and offices, and perhaps in the future space 
for small exhibitions relating to our work, a bookshop 
or for members and others to gather socially (an 
Egypt-themed coffee shop - an ahwa?).  
 
Despite all these changes we remain entirely 
committed to the same purposes for which the 
organisation was founded: to provide a permanent 
record of Egypt's history and heritage through 
archaeological fieldwork and to share the knowledge 
gained with as wide an audience as possible. In the 
second of these ways at least we are not so 
dissimilar from organisations like AEMES and all of 
us at the EES are very grateful for the opportunities 
you have given us to share our work with enthusiasts 
in Lincolnshire. I myself have always enjoyed my 
visits to Horncastle and owe a debt to you all for 
providing me with the opportunity to share my own 
research and promote the work of the EES to your 
members.  
 
Long may both organisations continue to thrive! 
 

Dr Chris Naunton 
 

 
EES Speakers (Chris on the left), Conference 2006



Excursions Organised by AEMES over the Last 25 Years 
– a précis by Jack Bridle 

 
A great many trips to venues of archaeological interest have been organised by the Society during this period, just 
a few are selected here with a brief description of each. Complete reports are available in past journals. 
 
Textiles exhibition at the Bolton Museum and Art Gallery from a Report by Heather Edwards April 1991 
   
A party of 27 members of AMES travelled to Bolton for a joint visit to the museum with the Manchester Amateur 
Egyptology Society. The visit was by arrangement with Angela Thomas, keeper of Antiquities and Arthur Boulton 
Conservator in the Egyptian Room. Angela explained the background of the collection as follows. A public library 
was opened in 1853 with a Museum developing in rooms above. A legacy of £5000 was subsequently left by Dr 
Samual Chadwick in 1883 to build a Museum. The first Curator, William Midgeley, was particularly interested in 
textiles and as subscribers to the then Egypt Exploration Fund received textiles excavated in Tanis by Flinders 
Petrie in 1884. Materials from about 68 other sites in Egypt and Nubia were acquired. The Chadwick Museum was 
run by William Midgeley and his son Thomas, with Thomas producing many reports on Pre-dynastic linen. The 
museum housed 300 textiles from Karanis alone. All of the Egyptian material was moved to the present building, 
opened in 1962. Bolton’s collection of textiles rates third in the country with about 1500 pieces and access was 
given to the group to see many items not normally on display. Handling of some items was allowed under the 
supervision of Angela. A fascinating explanation of various conservation techniques was given by Arthur. An 
unusual and enjoyable visit this, with the added bonus of meeting the members of the Manchester Society.  
 
 
Report of a visit to the Petrie Museum of Egyptian Archaeology, University College London  
April 1992 by Mrs Sue Kirk 
 
For this visit by AMES to the Petrie Museum, a considerable party including Bill and May Baker had arranged to 
meet Curator Barbara Adams for a guided tour. The party was reminded by Barbara of a roof leak that occurred, 
and was shown the results of a cleaning and restoring project made possible by funds from the Friends of the 
Petrie Museum. This work involved some 21

st
 and 22

nd
 dynasty coffins, as well as a 1

st
 dynasty child’s linen dress 

restored at the Victoria and Albert Museum by conservation staff. Rendezvousing with Barbara Adams at the 
Koptos Lions, the group examined and discussed artefacts arranged in chronological order from Palaeolithic and 
Neolithic through to the Roman and Coptic periods. The group was reminded at this time that the site is primarily a 
teaching Museum and that some of Petrie’s artefacts are stored away and inaccessible except to students. After 
giving thanks to Barbara, this pleasant and informative visit was drawn to a close. 
 
 
Visit to the British Museum from a report by Maureen Megginson January 1993 
 
A very popular trip with 32 members and friends attending, this was inspired by Maureen, a lovely lady, sadly now 
deceased. She was treasurer of the society for many years. A large part of the exhibition was devoted to Carter’s 
skill as an artist and in fact it was as an artist that he first came into contact with Ancient Egyptian archaeology. He 
illustrated a book on Egyptian history by Lady Amhurst which came to the attention of the Egypt Exploration Fund 
from which connection he joined the Egyptologist Percy Newberry as an artist recording tomb paintings at Beni 
Hasan. In 1892 Carter joined Flinders Petrie as artist on excavations at El Amarna and it was here that Petrie’s 
training turned Carter into a serious archaeologist. 1893 found Carter working as principal artist for the EES at Deir 
El Bahri. Examples of his work from all these periods were available to see at the museum. In 1899 Carter became 
Inspector General of Monuments and in 1904 Chief Inspector of Antiquities for Memphis and Saqqara, however, 
ordering his site guards to defend themselves against a party of drunken French tourists and his refusal to 
apologise afterwards led to his resignation in 1905. He returned to earning a living from painting. It was in 1914-
1922 that the long search for the tomb of Tutankhamun in association with Lord Carnarvon was carried out and 
many photographs and some equipment from this period including Carter’s camera were on display at the 
museum. A short film of the life of Carter concluded the day except that a security alert at the museum locked the 
party into the building for a short while adding to the time spent there. 

 
Visit to the Ashmolean Museum Oxford March 1993 from a report by Sandra Pacey and Betty Troughton 
 
The report begins with a short history of the origins of the museum contents … John Tradescent the Elder was the 
founder of the collection. Employed as gardener to many upper class individuals including Charles I his many 
travels in search of new plant varieties enabled him to collect a great number of rarities and curiosities over the 
years. He died in 1638 after which the collection was enlarged by his son and with the collaboration of Elias 
Ashmole and Dr Thomas Wharton a first catalogue was published. Considerably added to, the collection was 
eventually given to Ashmole’s college on condition that a building would be constructed to house the exhibition and 
display it to the public. The building was opened to the public in 1683 with its name of Ashmolean Museum in 



Broad St. Oxford, the collection being now relocated to its present position in Beaumont St. opened in 1845. 
AMES, as it was then, members numbered 22 and were privileged to be led by founder member Dr Bill Baker. With 
the group split into two parts, Bill led a tour of the Ancient Egyptian section with one group, with the remainder free 
to tour the rest of the museum, after which the groups were reversed. Detailed explanations of the many artefacts 
were given by Bill, including those donated by Flinders Petrie, Francis Llewellyn Griffiths (first professor of 
Egyptology at Oxford) and the Reverend Greville Chester I. In the absence of an entry fee a collected donation of 
£18-50p was presented to the museum. Time at the museum was a good four hours. Time well spent! 
 
 
Visit to Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery October 1998 
 
By arrangement with Philip Watson Principal Curator of the Antiquities Department twelve members of AMES 
attended this museum for a conducted tour. Ancient Egyptian, Assyrian, Sumerian and Jordanian exhibits were 
examined, discussed and in some cases handled with Philip’s encouragement and explanations. A video of the 
visit was made by AEMES (AMES) Vice Chairman Heather Edwards and our thanks to Philip Watson recorded. 

 
A visit to the Griffith Institute in Oxford March 2002 from a Report by Glenys Poorta 
 
A dozen or so members of AEMES met up at the Sackler Library building in Oxford, where the Griffith Institute has 
its home, and were given a fascinating tour into the past by Jaromir Malek. In this Archive is stored much of the 
information collected by early travellers in Egypt. Unpublished reports, drawings, water colours and photographs by 
such people as Harry Burton, Howard Carter, Amelia Edwards, Sir Alan Gardener, Francis Llewellyn Griffith, 
Flinders Petrie and many, many others. All of which material is kept in controlled conditions of storage for study by 
generations yet to come. The policy of the Institute is to make all of this information available to as wide an 
audience as possible and much can be found on their website http://www.griffith.ox.ac.uk/griffitharchive.html  where 
it is grouped into three types of record: 
1) Notebooks 
2) Photographs 
3) Maps                                   
Trip members were privileged to see at close quarters much of the original material ably assisted by Miss Elizabeth 
Miles and Mrs Alison Hobby. 
 
 
Visit to Harrogate Royal Pump Rooms August 2002 from a report by Debbie Miller  
 
A group of AEMES members attended the Pump Rooms with the invitation of Joann Fletcher and Stephen Buckley 
for a detailed examination with explanations of the artefacts on site. Of all the exhibits the Anubis mask received 
the most attention. The tour was followed by a handling session of artefacts from Egypt, Mesopotamia and Greece. 
Joann and Stephen’s lively commentaries made the day.  
 
 
Visit to the Mercer Art Gallery Harrogate January 2004 from a report by Debbie Miller 
 
Invited by Stephen Buckley, a group of AEMES members were shown around the Egyptian collection with detailed 
explanations by Stephen and Alistair Smith. Stephen’s work at the Mercer was shown to be mainly directed at 
examining exhibits against possible fakes. Currently under suspicion were a pre-dynastic pot and a mummified 
frog, which actually turned out to be a toad  - but mummified nevertheless! 
 
 
Visit to Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery March 2004 from a report by Debbie Miller.  
 
An opportunity to actually handle Mesopotamian and Egyptian antiquities could not be resisted by a group of 
AEMES members who attended the museum as guests of Phillip Watson of the Dept. of Human History. The group 
toured the Egyptian and near Eastern Rooms and in particular were taken by the beautiful cuneiform script and 
strings of beads. The Nimrod Ivories also caused much discussion. 
 
 
Visit by AEMES members to the Bolton Museum July 2004 
 
Twelve members met at the Bolton Museum and Art Gallery by invitation of Angela Thomas, Curator of the 
Egyptian galleries, and a tour conducted under her guidance. A considerable amount of time was spent admiring a 
recently acquired alabaster carving described as “the torso of a lady from the Amarna period” believed to depict the 
figure of one of the princesses (see reviewer’s note). The group was divided into two parties, one of which toured 

http://www.griffith.ox.ac.uk/griffitharchive.html


the public galleries while the other was conducted through the archives of artefacts not on view to the general 
public for lack of exhibiting space. An excellent trip and well worth the visit.  
 
Reviewer’s note … The so called Amarna princess was later found to be a fake, one of many made and sold by a 
family of forgers. It is understood that the principals of this family are at present enjoying the hospitality of one of 
her Majesty’s prisons.  
 
 
Visit to the Bowes Museum, Barnard Castle, County Durham, May 2005 from a report by Glenys Poorta 
 
The main reason for this visit was to see an exhibition mounted in collaboration with the British Museum entitled 
“Sudan: Ancient Treasures”. A group of AEMES members attended. The Bowes museum, built over 100 years ago 
by John and Josephine Bowes, was originally created to house a private collection and to make it available to the 
public. The exhibition included a selection of artefacts from huge stone sculptures through to finely-crafted gold 
jewellery and covered periods from the Palaeolithic through to Christian and Islamic times. Many of the displayed 
items dated from the Meroitic period c.300BC to AD 350, found at Meroe, capital of the Kushite kingdom 5

th
 century 

BC built on the east bank of the Nile in the Butana region of the Sudan … A superb day out and well worth the 
travel. 
 
 
A visit to Manchester Museum March 2010 from a report by Jack Bridle 
 
A party of 18 AEMES members visited the Museum by invitation of Karen Exell, Curator of the Egypt and Sudan 
Section, and were given privileged access to store rooms not usually open to the public. The origins of the 
Manchester collection are the Natural History Society set up in 1821 which housed various private donated 
collections, moving as the collections grew to Owens College 1868, which became the University of Manchester. 
The College commissioned the building now standing in Oxford Road opened in 1890. Extensions to this present 
building were necessary in1913, 1927 and more recently in 1977. The museum has now also acquired the Dental 
School next door. The group was allowed access to an Aladdin’s Cave of artefacts where storage drawers could be 
freely opened and artefacts handled under the supervision of Karen. A considerable time was spent in these rooms 
and this activity was followed by splitting the group into three parts and in a room set apart for the purpose, trays of 
exhibits were examined and discussed with the help of Karen. This activity concluded the visit and with thanks 
given to Karen, together with a collected donation of £100 for the museum funds, the group departed. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Top Left: AEMES Members meeting up at 
Birmingham Museum 

Top Right: Dr Rosalie David with some AEMES 

Members 
Bottom: Bill Baker and Barbara Adams 

 



The First AEMES (AMES) Trip to Egypt, September 1997 
 

The Wonders of Cairo by Heather Edwards 

 
In the 10

th
 year of AEMES (AMES) existence, I reported on the Cairo section of a Society trip to Egypt as follows: 

 
“As you know, after consulting members, Sue Kirk 
and I organised a trip to Egypt for AMES, via an 
established travel company for flights plus 
accommodation of our choice with breakfast.  We 
devised a programme for 3 nights (2 days) in Cairo 
and 11 days in Luxor.  Sue then concentrated on 
visits which could be taken in Luxor, whilst I set up a 
5 day Lake Nasser trip, which could be made during 
the Luxor stay, with the assistance of our member, 
Farag Gomaa, of Aswan. This trip AMES offered to 
members on a total non-profit making basis and 13 of 
us elected to make the trip. 
 
Because of our good relations with the Egyptian 
Tourist Authority, I was encouraged to advise them of 
our trip and was totally overwhelmed by the generous 
response of the ETA.  Under the auspices of Mr Adel 
Abd El Aziz, Chairman of the Egyptian Tourist 
Authority, Madam Yousreya Ismail, General Manager 
of Public Relations generously took over all our visit 
and entertainment arrangements whilst we were in 
Cairo. 
 
Day One in Egypt and a late arrival at our Cairo hotel 
gave us some 4 hours in bed before Magda Sedki of 
the Public Relations Office of the ETA arrived with 
minibus, driver and guide to start our programme.  
We travelled out of the Giza area of Cairo to the 
pyramids of Dahshur – only recently reopened for 
visits by the public.  On arrival we found to our 
surprise that Magda had an authority which gave us 
entry into all the sites.  Being the only vehicle at 
Dahshur added to the sense of isolation as we drove 
past the Red Pyramid and across the desert to the 
Bent Pyramid.  All around was just desert and we 
spent an hour or more examining and marvelling at 
the structure of the Bent Pyramid, enjoying the 
panorama of distant pyramids, soaking up the 
atmosphere and the pleasantly warm sun, before 
driving over to the nearby Red Pyramid.  Our guide’s 
warning about the aching legs we would suffer due to 
the long low passage did not dissuade most of us 
from entering the Red Pyramid and the wonder of the 
interior far outweighed the physical effort.  As we 
were leaving another group arrived at the site. 
 
Our next stop was Memphis and here we saw more 
visitors, as it is a better known site.  The most 
important find on display is, of course, the colossal 
statue of Ramesses II but those of us who had visited 
years before were pleased to see that in addition to 
the sphinx many other interesting local finds are now 
displayed. 
 
By the time we reached Saqqara, shortage of sleep 
the night before was beginning to tell on us.  
However, King Djoser’s Valley Temple and Step 
Pyramid, which was built up from a mastaba, could 

not fail to captivate and impress us.  We crossed this 
huge archaeological site to see one of the many 
mastabas, that of Mereruka, from the reign of King 
Teti, with its scenes of everyday activities captured 
on its walls in vivid colours.  Unas’s pyramid was not 
open but we went into the Pyramid of Teti, much 
robbed of stone on the outside but having fine 
Pyramid Texts inside. 
 
Those with the energy then walked down to the 
Serapeum to see the burial chamber of the sacred 
Apis Bulls.  This whole wonderful trip took the best 
part of the day. 
 
On Wednesday morning, Magda arrived to escort us 
around the Giza Pyramids complex – probably the 
world’s most famous monuments.  Most of us entered 
Khufu’s pyramid – our amazement and awe at this 
magnificent construction undiminished by the fact it 
was our third pyramid entry in 24 hours.  Returning to 
the 20

th
 century, we took the usual tourist route past 

the pyramids of Khephren, Menkaura, queens’ 
pyramids and courtier tombs into the desert to enjoy 
the impressive panorama of all the pyramids in the 
complex, before driving down to visit the Sphinx and 
the Valley Temple of Khephren.  Throughout, our 
excellent guide was supplying us with detailed 
information concerning the site. 
 
After a quick stop at our hotel, we drove into Cairo to 
the Egyptian Museum.  Again, everything except 
video use was included and we had a memorable 
tour of the museum and its incomparable antiquities.  
Some of us visited the Royal Mummies, who have 
been very respectfully displayed in a separate room 
where silence is required.  Of course many days 
could be sent just in the museum, as its collection is 
huge and of enormous interest.   Just one reason to 
make another visit to Egypt! 
 
We returned to our hotel in the late afternoon (after 
dropping some of our party at the Giza pyramids).  
That evening our competent and kind driver took us 
to the Sheraton Golden Pharaoh floating restaurant, 
where we were greeted by Madam Yousreya, our old 
friend Khayria Bahnas and our new friend Magda.  
What followed was an unforgettable evening on the 
upper deck of the boat – a superb buffet dinner, live 
music throughout, a good raqz sharqi dancer and a 
wonderful whirling dervish to entertain us, as we 
sailed gently up, then down the Nile, with the lights of 
Cairo twinkling magically on either side. As one 
member said, “It was the best night of my life” and 
surely it must have been one of the best for all of us.   
 
As we left we tried to express our appreciation to 
Madam Yousreya, Khayria and Magda for the 
wonderful time we had spent in Cairo. 



 
As we said goodbye to Magda, she gave us the 
Antiquities Pass, which would admit us to many sites 
in Luxor and Aswan.  Magda had looked after us so 
well and been such good company (as well as an 
excellent representative of her Authority), that we 
were sorry to be saying goodbye to her. 
 
Here I have only given members who did not make 
the trip a flavour of our time in Cairo and perhaps 
made you wish you had been with us – in which 
case, Egypt is waiting to welcome you. 

I would like to record here how very much I 
personally, the AMES members concerned, and 
AMES itself appreciate the assistance given by the 
Egyptian Tourist Authority during the recent visit to 
Egypt.   
 
Egypt has always held a special place in the hearts of 
AMES members and this can only cement our 
appreciation of Egypt, its incomparable antiquities, 
diverse and beautiful country, and its warm and 
generous people.” 

 
………………………………………………………

 
The Cairo section was only a portion of our trip and we flew down to Luxor 
where some members spent the rest of the holiday, aided by the group 
free pass provided by the ETA.  Six members left them for a while and 
were accompanied by Farag Gomaa on a three-day Lake Nasser Cruise. 
 
The trip was, of course, enormously enhanced by the great generosity of 
the Egyptian Tourist Authority.  During the intervening 15 years, I have 
made a couple of attempts to put together another inexpensive AEMES 
trip to Egypt.  However, with the cost of travel and accommodation, it 
proved impossible to provide a good value package that could in any way 
compare with the earlier one.   
 
Over the past 15 years we have sadly, but inevitably, lost some of the 
older trip participants.  However, it is encouraging that the younger ones, 
without exception, have gone on to further their knowledge of the Ancient 
Near East through further formal and informal study and passed on their 
knowledge through teaching and tour leading.  That was one of the most 
important objectives when AMES was founded, which would, I feel, 
greatly please May and Bill Baker.   
 
Time also marched on for Khayria Bahnas, who was the instigator of the 
ETA’s generosity.  From being Tourist Attaché in London and then 
Assistant to the Chairman of the ETA in Cairo (hence her ability to initiate 
such wonderful assistance), she worked as Director of the Austrian 
Tourist Office in Vienna and concluded her career as Assistant Minister of 
Culture.  Khayria is now retired and sadly lost her beloved husband Khafil 
a few weeks ago. 
 
Farag Gomaa, as you know, continues to be an honorary member of 
AEMES and regularly meets up with his AEMES friends when they are in 
Aswan.  He is making his own contribution to the 25

th
 Anniversary 

Journal. 
 
When Debbie asked me to do a follow-up to the trip article with 
photographs, I immediately thought of asking Sheila and Bill Minns to 
supply photographs, as I had taken slides and video.  Fortunately they 
were only too pleased to help and produced the relevant photograph 
album.  Unfortunately Bill’s health prevents them attending meetings and 
Sheila is so busy she had difficulty fitting me into her busy schedule of 
village and other commitments. 
 
Writing this and re-typing the article within it, has brought back many 
happy memories for me, as I hope it has for all those who took part.  In 
the future we will be continuing with our AEMES visits in England and 
undoubtedly there will be more European Museum and hopefully Middle 
Eastern trips for us to enjoy. 

 
 

 
 

Lake Nasser Trip 

 

 
 

Golden Pharaoh Restaurant 

 

 
 
 

Golden Pharaoh Dinner 

 
 

(Photographs by Sheila & Bill Minns)

 
Congratulations to AEMES on 25 years of entertaining education, which has provided me with so many good 

friends - long may AEMES continue. 
 



A Message from Sheila and Bill Minns 
 

Bill and I joined AMES in January 1995, after meeting 
the founder Chairman Dr Bill Baker and his wife, 
May, whilst attending Bill’s classes on Ancient 
Egyptian History he taught at the WEA in Lincoln in 
September 1994. 
 
Bill and May were exceptional people and Bill’s 
knowledge of Ancient Egypt and the Near East was 
formidable.  We became firm friends over the 
succeeding years, 
 
Our time as members of firstly AMES then latterly 
AEMES was a period of our lives we shall never 
forget, and only health problems curtained our 
enjoyment.  We spent so many pleasurable 
Saturdays listening to informative lectures given by 
renowned speakers. 
 
A highlight during this period was a special trip to 
Egypt organised by AEMES member Heather 
Edwards in conjunction with the Egyptian Tourist 

Authority.  We arrived in Cairo and visited many 
ancient sites, some inaccessible to usual tourists, all 
at the courtesy of the ETA with accompanying 
personnel and their minibus, then on to Luxor; some 
of our party venturing on the boat Tania for a trip 
down Lake Nasser ending at Abu Simbel.   
 
Such wonderful memories, with like-minded people it 
is hard to put into words, without writing a book, 
stories of the many wonderful visits to include 
Dahshur,  Memphis, Giza etc, etc, etc.  The felucca 
ride on the Nile whilst staying in Luxor was awesome.  
Almost finally, Dylan Bickerstaff organised a day out 
following the Agatha Christie trail on the West Bank, 
then we all gathered together for a farewell dinner, 
before flying home to Heathrow. 
 
We feel privileged to have been past members of 
AEMES and long may the Society flourish.   
 
Our fondest thoughts to you all. 

 
……………………………………… 

 
About AEMES’ First Overseas Member – “Friend to Half the World” 

 
My name is Farag Gomaa Hefney and AEMES members are always asking me my life story and how I became 

connected with AEMES. 
 
I am now 74 years old and my family consists of my wife Fatima and four children, two boys and two girls.  The two 
boys are working in Tourism as Tourist Guides and the daughters are housewives.  Between them they have 
provided me with nine grandchildren. 
 
 I was born in Esna, where there is the temple of Khnum.  My 
father was working for the Egyptian Railway Line.  We moved 
from city to city according to his work.  I was the second son, 
having three brothers and one sister.  We were a modest 
family, not so rich, not so poor, and I had the chance to learn 
and graduated from the Secretarial Institute.  I joined the 
army for 18 month, from October 1958 to May 1960, as was 
compulsory.  I obtained a job with Kima Company, a chemical 
company in Aswan, working as a Secretary for the General 
Manager, for about 12 years.  During that time I completed 
my education in History and graduated in1969 from 
Alexandria University.  Then I moved to the Culture Ministry, 
for about 6 years and then to the Tourism Ministry from about 
1979, as Information Officer at Aswan Tourist Office. From 
that office I began to be more involved with visitors.  I met 
people from many countries, especially Australia and 
England. I am still in correspondence with many of them. 
 
My story with AMES (later AEMES) and English people, like 
Heather (Edwards), began on 1 January 1987, when she 
came to my office, asking how to get to the obelisk of Seti I in 
the desert.  She has remained a good friend of my family 
from that time.  Through her I joined AMES, becoming the 
first overseas member. Since then many AMES (AEMES) 
members visited and I accompanied them to the Aswan sites.  
I improved my English, firstly through tapes Heather sent me, then visiting England, when I attended Dr Bill Baker’s 
Hieroglyphs Class and an AMES Garden Party. Pam and Bruce Johnston gave me a very good day out.  I send my 
best wishes to Mrs Pam. Later I went to Scotland when Eleanor Currie hosted me at a language course in 



Edinburgh.  I was then successful in obtaining my freelance 
Guiding Licence as an English Speaking Guide, having 
educated myself in Egyptology.  From gaining my Guiding 
Licence, I left the Tourist Office and became a full-time 
Guide. 
 
In 1997 I had great pleasure in accompanying an AMES 
group when they visited Egypt.  They did the north of Egypt 
through the offices of my good friend, Khayria Bahnas, and I 
met them in Luxor and accompanied them in Upper Egypt, 
including those who took the Lake Nasser trip. It was a very 
happy time for me. 
 
Since then I have welcomed many English Friends to Aswan 
and my home, including my good friends Sue Kirk, Val 
Brammer (and her children separately), John and Glenys 
Poorta, Margaret Beaumont and Moira Nolan.  Please forgive 
me those who have visited and I have not mentioned here. 
 
I am still working as a Tourist Guide and every member of 
AEMES is most welcome in Aswan.  I will be very happy to 
either just meet up and chat, if that is all you have time for, or 
it would be my great pleasure to act as your guide if you need 
one. I can provide hotels at good rates and tours in Aswan.  I 
can be contacted in two ways:  by email  
faragsea@yahoo.com or telephone (from England)  
0020972305239, mobile 00201224154780. 
 
                               

 
 

Sweet words to everybody … 
Wish you all the best. Looking forward to seeing some of you in Aswan  

(We really need the visitors right now!). 
 

 

 
 
Top Left: Farag at the Garden Party 
Bottom: Farag with Pam and Bruce Johnston 

 
Farag Gomaa Hefney 

 

mailto:faragsea@yahoo.com


From Box to Box: a short history of the AEMES Library 

 
When the society was formed in 1987, members met 
at Boston, at Pinchbeck and in the summer at garden 
parties in the home of Joyce and Mary Curtis.  
 
It was not surprising that members wished to share 
books and sometimes videotapes on the subject of 
the ancient Middle East. Some books were donated 
to the society and these were kept in a box and taken 
to the various meetings where members could 
browse through them. Some were sold second-hand 
and the money raised went towards funds. The box 
was not easy to transport, as it gradually became 
heavier! 
 
Mrs Laura Garner had the idea of eventually starting 
a lending library and it was when the society began to 
hold meetings at Horncastle Residential College (as it 
was then called) that this became a real possibility. 
 
By the time of the third Weekend Conference there, 
in1994, AEMES and Horncastle College had become 
officially affiliated. At last there would be somewhere 
for the books to be kept, without having to carry the 
box! 
 
Quoting from the 1994 December Journal, Laura 
Garner wrote: 

 
A great advantage of our association with 
Horncastle Residential College is that we 
now have a headquarters and room for our 
collection. 

 
Laura was the first official librarian at the College and 
kept a record in a small hand-written notebook of 
titles, as books were donated. Number 1 on the list of 
forty-nine items in 1994 was Journal of the Ancient 
Chronology Forum. 
 
Horncastle College staff kept the box of books in their 
office cupboard and before meetings (now all being 
held at the College) this was collected and the books 
set out, usually in the Conference Room, for 
members to browse or sign for and take away. 
 
Borrowing books was simply a matter of recording 
details in the Library Book, where there was room to 
date the returned items. There was no time limit to 
the loans, owing to members not always being able 
to attend every meeting. It is unfortunate that over 
time a few books and videos were never returned, 
despite efforts to track them. 
 
With many more donations of books, the library 
collection became too big for the box and it was 
decided that what was really needed, was a 
bookcase. Horncastle College staff agreed that a 
free-standing, lockable bookcase could be kept at the 
College – so a suitable one was purchased by the 

Society. This roomy second-hand bookcase had 
shelves with a sliding glass front and a cupboard at 
the bottom. The books had a smart new home! 
 
First sited in the coffee area, the bookcase was very 
popular with members. Over the years, as the 
Horncastle College staff needed to rearrange areas, 
it had several moves. For a while it was in the 
reception area and then upstairs near the bar area, 
where in fact it was not so well used – as it was not 
seen by all. Eventually it was placed in the far corner 
of the Conference Room – its final position. 
 
When Laura became the Chairman in 1997, we 
became librarians of an ever-increasing number of 
books. We were first mentioned as librarians in the 
1999 December Journal. 
 
The bookcase was cleverly extended upwards in 
2003 by Jack Bridle, in order to accommodate the 
many additions to the library – eventually amounting 
to over 400 titles! These now included books donated 
by speakers, KMT magazines, reference books, 
Egypt Exploration Society Journals and a video 
library (initiated by Bill Cooper). A box of Shire 
publications was also stored in the cupboard space. 
These were ordered for sale to members at a 
discount. A “book postal service” was offered to 
members unable to attend meetings. 
 
Inevitably throughout the years, the shelves became 
overcrowded and surplus titles were offered to 
members as a “sale by donation” or returned to the 
book’s donor. These occasional sales were very 
popular and helped the society’s funds. 
 
Sadly the society’s Weekend Conference in May 
2010 was the last to be held at Horncastle College as 
the College had ceased to be residential and could 
no longer offer accommodation. Meetings there 
began to be phased out, so clearly the library could 
no longer be kept there. 
 
Bishop Grosseteste University College, where we are 
based at the moment, was not able to offer space for 
storage of the society’s library books. Many books 
were again offered to members for “sale by donation” 
and those which remained were once again put into 
boxes. The library bookcase, left at Horncastle 
College, was donated to the Family History Society 
for their use there. 
 
The remaining chosen books are now stored as an 
Archive and are available to access by members at 
meetings and events. 
 
If you can, try to conjure up the image of the once 
bulging bookcase as you browse through them … 
they are the remains of a glorious past! 

 
Sandra Pacey and Betty Troughton 

AEMES Librarians 



The Founding Fathers, the KV39 Connection and a Family Affair 
 
Sue Kirk reliably informs me that the Society was 
launched twenty‐five years ago in April 1987 and was 
nurtured and guided by husband and wife team Dr E 
W (Bill) and Mrs May Baker, our very own ‘Founding 
Fathers’. The inaugural meeting was held at the Sam 
Newsom Music Centre Boston, with Bruce Johnston, 
being the first Chairman of AMES. 
 
From those early beginnings, under the umbrella of 
AMES and later re‐named AEMES in 2000, the 
Society has yielded much light on the history and 
archaeology of Ancient Egypt, the Near and Middle 
East. 
 
The term ‘Founding Fathers’ is so appropriate to me 
when I recollect that the first AMES meeting I 
attended was held at The ‘New England Hotel’, 
Boston. Fortunately for me, Dr Bill Baker had become 
acquainted with Dr John Rose, a colleague and good 
friend of mine. Coincidentally, Committee Meetings, 
which I attended initially, were held at Boston’s 
‘Pilgrim College’. 
 
Boston was of course the port through which the 
Separatists, who escaped from Scrooby in 
Nottinghamshire, passed in 1608. They did not find 
the religious tolerance however, that they hoped for 
in Holland. Deciding to emigrate again, they 
eventually sailed from Plymouth, Devon, in the 
autumn of 1620 bound for Virginia in New England. 
They perceived themselves as pilgrims and founders 
of the New World. 
 

 
 
I include a photograph taken in June 1989 at the New 
England Hotel: from left to right front row, AMES 
members Leslie Garner (raffle ticket supremo), his 
wife Laura Garner, ex Chairperson; second row Irene 
Spencer, Sandra Pacey currently on the Committee, 
members Stephen and Ian Buckley, Joyce Curtis. 
Standing in the corner on the left is Chris Green. The 
youthful but bearded Dr Paul Nicholson, our current 
President, is seen in the background. I recollect that 
the speaker that day was in fact Paul. 
 
Dr John Rose, the first Field Director of Tomb KV 39, 
was one of the earliest speakers for AMES in 
February 1989, the venue being at Pinchbeck, near 
Spalding. Extracts from 3rd September – 10th 
October 1989, (with fifteen to twenty entries) from Del 
Rose’s Diary relating to the excavation of KV39 in the 

Valley of the Kings, were included in the AMES 
Journal as early as December 1989. We are again 
reminded of KV39’s close association with our 
Society, when members of AMES in 1994 generously 
provided funds for the Security Gate, which was 
placed in the KV39 Tomb entrance. 
 
The first AMES Conference at Horncastle Residential 
College was held in 1990. The College is a place of 
which I have fond memories, both as a member and 
speaker. I subsequently succeeded John Rose as 
Field Director and naturally continued the association 
of Tomb KV39 with AEMES.  
 
Also contributing to the success of the KV39 project, 
together with others, was my brother Peter a 
geologist, my eldest son Stephen and his partner 
Joann Fletcher. Most of you will know that Stephen 
and Joann are now on the world stage of Egyptology. 
It is worth noting that both have lectured for AEMES 
during their illustrious careers, when the Society was 
located at Horncastle Residential College. Stephen 
and Joann, who have family membership, have an 
eight‐year‐old daughter Eleanor, my granddaughter, 
who is the youngest member of AEMES!  
 
The dominant characteristics of warmth and 
friendliness radiated by the members of AEMES 
blended perfectly with the acoustics and impressive 
facilities provided in the Horncastle Residential 
College lecture theatre to create a speaker’s ‘seventh 
heaven’! Some notable AEMES speakers include, 
Aidan Dodson, Rosalind Janssen, Alan Lloyd, Paul 
Collins and Chris Naunton. 
 
AEMES Secretary Sue Kirk has managed to sustain 
a steady supply of informed and talented speakers on 
a variety of intriguing and challenging topics relating 
to Ancient Egypt and the Near and Middle East for 
the last eleven years. I take this opportunity to thank 
her and recognise her abilities, enthusiasm and hard 
work. I always felt that when the AEMES membership 
was in residence at Horncastle College, it was the 
perfect nurturing environment for an inexperienced 
speaker anxious to build up confidence on the 
lecturing circuit. I have yet to visit AEMES’s new 
‘base’ at the Robert Hardy Building, Bishop 
Grosseteste University College, Lincoln!! 
 
The 25th Anniversary year of 2012 will always be 
memorable for AEMES members – following in the 
wake of the Jubilee celebrations and the Olympic 
Games. I trust that AEMES will continue to develop 
from strength to strength and achieve many more 
‘golds’ in the worlds of Ancient Egypt and the Ancient 
Near and Middle East. 
 
 

Ian M Buckley  
July 2012

 



In Search of John Rose 
 
Tuesday 12

th
 September 1989 – Luxor: 

 
The day began ordinarily enough as any day might in 
Egypt, at around 4:30am and breakfast. Early 
September in the Valley of the Kings after 11am can 
be intolerable so a pre-dawn start was essential. 
Breakfast over, our driver arrived to collect us at 
5:15am prompt. We secured his services until 11am. 
 
After making our way through the silent streets of 
Luxor, (no need for light flashing or car horns at this 
hour), we found that we were half an hour early for 
the first ferry crossing. However, it did enable us to 
be first in the queue and to sit back and savour the 
sudden change from night to day, reflected in the 
ever flowing waters of the Nile. 
 
We had come to realise during this time, that our 
driver not only spoke and understood very little 
English, but assumed that we had a guide to pick up 
on the other side. Momentarily he looked quite 
horrified, but came to realise that we were serious 
and so insisted that we should go directly to the 
Valley of the Kings, although we were not convinced 
that it was the ideal place to start. 
 
After resuming our journey on the West Bank we 
stopped some way from the ‘ticket office’ on the 
roadside where taxi, coach and mini-bus drivers 
appeared to be acquiring a pass/permit to continue to 
the Valley with their vehicles. Feeling rather like a 
conjuror, I produced our permit issued earlier in our 
stay. Our driver looked at it blankly then insisted that I 
took it to the ‘ticket office’ which was by now teeming 
with gesticulating drivers and guides, each intent on 
being first away. I stood there for a few minutes not 
knowing what tactics to use to gain attention. On 
turning to secure the assistance of our driver, I 
noticed that he was trying to attract my attention with 
some sort of strange sign language. This was much 
to the amusement of my companions waiting 
patiently with him. Apparently our driver was suffering 
from ‘delayed reaction’ and having concluded what 
our permit meant, suddenly exclaimed repeatedly, 
“she can go anywhere!” Having now established 
supposed supremacy on the road and  full of 
renewed confidence and enthusiasm, he delivered us 
at the gates of the Valley of the Kings. 
 
After close scrutiny of the permit the ‘guardian of the 
gate’ let us through. On mentioning John Rose we 
were rewarded with an immediate response and a 
volunteer guide, who confessed to sharing tea with 
John barely an hour earlier. As he led us past the rest 
house and with Meretseger in all her majesty looming 
before us, we began to climb steadily.   
 
Even at 7am the air was heavy and the heat 
enclosed us like a shroud. so that we needed to rest 
every few metres. Soon we left famous tombs and 
the rest house far below us. The tourists looked like 
ants streaming backwards and forwards along the 
valley floor and the only sound was the limestone 

shale crunching beneath our feet. The path wound 
around a bend and seemingly now almost directly 
above us was Meretseger - “She who loves silence”. 
 
Our anticipation grew with every step as we had now 
stopped skirting the valley floor and levelled off a 
little, choosing the right hand fork of the trail rather 
than the left which continued upwards and on to the 
way station far above us. 
 
Over a brow and there before us in the distance - a 
mirage!  A blue garden parasol – up here? Perhaps 
we were in need of salt? As the vision grew closer, 
we saw that there were two figures seated at the 
table beneath the parasol. “Would you like some 
tea?” asked John Rose. 
 
So there we were, sitting in the shade of a blue 
parasol, drinking tea at tomb KV39 in the Valley of 
the Kings. Later we wished John every success on 
behalf of AMES and promised to return before 
leaving for England. 
 
 
Friday 15

th
 September 1989 – Valley of the Kings: 

 
Forgetting that it was Friday and of course rest day, 
there was no one on site today but two small boys left 
‘on guard’. “Monsieur John” would be here tomorrow 
they told us and so we descended with our escorts 
who chattered all the way. Although their command 
of English was very limited, it was memorable 
‘reading’ their smiling faces as we practiced our even 
more limited Arabic with them. 
 
On arriving back at the entrance gate we were 
treated to tea with the ‘guardians’ This caused 
puzzlement amongst passing groups, who we believe 
assumed that we were being held in custody for 
some unspeakable crime. We now had time to spare, 
so visited Deir el Bahri and Deir el Medina (the tomb 
builders’ village), where we wandered those now 
empty streets in wonderful solitude. 
 
 
Sunday 17

th
 September 1989 – Luxor: 

 
When our driver arrived half an hour late, we had the 
decided feeling that it was going to be ‘one of those 
days’, and we were right. An empty coach in front of 
us at the ferry point managed to get his back wheel 
lodged between the ferry ramp and the bank. No 
amount of engine revving and manoeuvring had the 
slightest effect other than to embed the wheel further 
into the soft sand. Help was at hand and after various 
methods of extraction failed, volunteers surrounded 
the rear of the bus and with one mighty heave, freed 
the wheel. The suddenness of its freedom almost 
sent the bus and driver off the other end of the ferry 
and into the Nile. This whole incident cost us a 
precious hour of the cooler comfort of early morning. 
However we were with John and Delyth Rose by 
around 8am and greeted with cups of delicious ice 



cold water, which was contained in an insulated ‘urn’. 
After this we had tea with our contribution of English 
fruit cake which had travelled with us from England. 
 
John explained briefly the progress that had been 
made, but that an engineer had been called in to deal 
with the large boulder sealing the tomb door which he 
was now working on. Several cardboard boxes held 
carefully catalogued and labelled ‘finds’ of any kind 
from around the tomb entrance. Some of the 
workmen were wearing masks for protection from 
dust which billowed up with every movement. Leather 
baskets were loaded with the limestone and emptied 
carefully. John explained that he was most 
concerned in not changing the contours of the site 
area and in keeping its natural lines, as far as 
possible. 
 
We were invited to share the workmen’s food at 
break time and which we have to confess was to us a 
great honour and one of the many high spots of our 
visit. It consisted of a dip known as ‘Maesh’ (phonetic 
spelling) held in the base of an old water bottle. The 
‘Maesh’ had a spicy, salty taste into which was 
dipped crusty brown bread, broken into lumps from 

flat, round loaves. This was accompanied by gigantic 
tomatoes, other unidentifiable vegetables wrapped in 
old newspapers and soft white goat cheese. We ate 
crouched in a circle with the ‘Maesh’ in the centre for 
dipping. A wonderful meal washed down with ice cold 
water. John told us the ingredients of the ‘Maesh’ 
were goat cheese with lots of salt and fermented in 
spirit for a very long time. He did say it could be 
twenty years old – was he joking?! 
 
During that week apparently a workman had been 
bitten by a snake. On discovery, a male snake had 
been killed on site, whereupon its mate took her 
revenge and bit the man. The bite was treated swiftly 
and the venom sucked out. He was then taken 
immediately to hospital in Luxor. It was established 
that the snake had been harmless enough and the 
workman was none the worse for his experience. As 
snakes were a rarity in the vicinity, perhaps 
Meretseger was taking her revenge! 
 
As the time came for us to leave, we took a last look 
at “She who loves silence” and there circling around 
the summit was a falcon – Horus ‘Lord of the sky’. 

 

Sue Kirk 
 

(First published in AMES Quarterly, Journal of the Ancient Middle East Society, December 1989) 
 
 
 

 
 

John and Delyth Rose with Heather Edwards, 1989 

 
 



Extracts from the Diary of an Excavator’s wife in the Valley of the Kings 
 
September 3

rd
 – Sunday:  

After 5 days in Egypt sorting out permits and buying 
items for the dig etc; we start our first day of the 
excavation. Up at five this morning to catch the early 
ferry, but no driver waiting for us on the other side. He 
eventually arrived half an hour later saying that he had 
overslept. After collecting the workmen and climbing the 
mountain with chairs, table and water containers etc we 
started work at 7:45. It is quite a climb up to Tomb KV39; 
the workers take the difficult path but are up the 
mountain quickly. John has found an easier route but it 
takes a little while longer. I expect it will be a lot easier 
after a few days. We have no tent yet so when the sun 
shone on the site it was very hot. I climbed up the side of 
the mountain so that I could sit in the shade. At noon 
everybody finished work, by then I was very hot and 
thirsty. 
 
September 12

th
 – Tuesday:  

I waited at our hotel this morning for John to come back 
from the excavation with Mahmood and his truck to take 
our luggage over to the house that we are renting on the 
West Bank for the next 4 weeks. We arrived at 2:30 very 
hot and thirsty. The manager at the house said that he 
would do meals for us but after looking around the 
kitchen I can’t imagine what he would make, so we have 
decided that I’ll do the cooking.  It is a lot hotter here as 
then only have ceiling fans. John found a live scorpion in 
the shower – the manager came and killed it. I wonder 
what else we’ll find. I am not looking forward to the nights 
here. 
 
September 13

th
 – Wednesday:  

Not a very good night as it was very hot.  Out at 5:30, still 
dark, but nice and cool. Climbed up to Tomb 39 for six 
o’clock. We saw another snake today; one of the men got 
bitten but he was alright after an injection at the local 
hospital.. We got back to our house at 12:30 to find no 
running water; we were very hot and uncomfortable. 
Anyway, I managed to cook some lunch and we bought 
crates of pop and boxes of mineral water, so we survived 
until Khali the house manager fixed the water pump. 
 
September 17

th
 – Sunday:  

Up at 4:45 this morning. The engineer who is trying to 
break the big rock at the entrance to the tomb is not 
shaping very well, now he says he’ll have to work in the 
afternoons as well as the mornings and will also need our 
men to help him. This morning three ladies from AMES 
came up to the site, it is their second visit, but I missed 
them on their first visit so it was nice to have a chat and 

to drink tea with them. They kindly left some cake and 
powdered milk with us, they are returning home the day 
after tomorrow. This evening John and I were invited to 
Carter House so we walked as it wasn’t very far. There 
we sat chatting to the inspector and eating jelly, 
blancmange and cake. Hassan our friend and driver 
came later to take us back as he was doing some 
shopping for us. 
 
September 20

th
 – Wednesday:  

The nights are getting hotter. I was up at 4:45 just to 
stand outside for a while to get cool. A new inspector 
came to visit the site and another official came later to 
talk to John. Busy counting pottery sherds this morning. 
This afternoon we went over to Luxor, we had a meal at 
the hotel there where it was nice and cool. In the evening 
we went shopping for food at the local supermarket and 
finally got some butter. We visited the museum and 
chatted with our friend the curator and drank tea. 
 
September 28

th
 – Thursday:  

The last day for most of the workers today. We finished 
early and took some finds down to the office as the key 
needed for the storeroom could not be found. We were 
without water again this afternoon, this time John had to 
fix it, as Khali had gone to Cairo and no-one else can 
work the pump. Had another walk to the Taib family this 
evening but we did not stay long as the mosquitoes were 
after us. 
 
September 30

th
 – Saturday:  

John has decided to work two more days with just five 
men. Mid-morning Dr Nasr came up with an inspector 
and two German archaeologists who are also working in 
the Valley of the Kings. Dr Nasr entered the tomb with 
John and was very interested in the design and the finds. 
Later in the morning the workmen started to seal up the 
tomb. 
 
October 1

st
 – Sunday:  

Our last day on the excavation. The clocks went back an 
hour today but we only found our mid-morning. We 
finished sealing the tomb by 10:30. We went to Dr Nasr’s 
office to get a letter to go with our passport as our visa is 
now finished. Hassan invited us to his house for lunch 
which was very good. We are leaving all our chairs etc 
from the excavation at his house until our next season. 
 
October 10

th
 – Tuesday:  

The first season of excavation is finished, it’s goodbye to 
Egypt and homeward bound for us. 

 
Margaret Delyth Rose 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(The diary extracts as a whole were first published in the AMES Quarterly,  
Journal of the Ancient Middle East Society December 1989) 

 



A Tragic Tale of Ancient Egypt 
 
This is a truly tragic story of a 
young ancient Egyptian, Mena, 
the youngest son of a Nomark, 
not too bright but a well liked 18 
year old lad.  The wealth and 
position of his father would have 
allowed him to have a quite easy 
life but he enjoyed working in his 
father’s fields feeling secure in a 
physical job not requiring too 
much mental effort. He was an 
extremely happy man, until that 
is, he discovered girls. 
 
It was while visiting the local 
farmer’s market he chanced to 
see what he considered to be a 
perfectly beautiful young woman 
and he was hooked. He followed 
her around all that day 
wondering how he could get her 
to notice him without having any 
such luck and when at last he 
returned to his father’s land he 
was a changed man.  
 
Over the next fortnight or so he 
became moody and depressed, 
unable to concentrate on his 
work and meanwhile becoming 
more ambitious by the day in his 
intentions towards his vision of 
loveliness. Marriage was now his 
intention but how to achieve this 
he had no idea. 
 
Mena had a friend called 
Sechem who registered even 
lower on the mental scale than 
did Mena himself but in 
desperation Mena decided to 
discuss his problem with him. It 
was during such discussions that 
Sechem happened to mention 
that a team of lion hunters had 
visited the village selling skins 
and he had noticed just how 
much admiration the villagers in 
general and the young women in 
particular had shown to these 
admittedly brave men. The die 
was cast; Mena and his friend 
would become lion hunters. 
 
It is quite remarkable how love, 
or possibly lust, can affect a man 
and the effect on an already 
impoverished mental state can 

be dramatic. With the idea of 
becoming lion hunters firmly 
established in the minds of Mena 
and Sechem, fantasy began to 
take over, with Mena seeing 
himself going a step further than 
your ordinary run of the mill 
hunter to capture a lion alive and 
to lead it through the village on a 
lead. This surely would lead to 
his beloved accepting his offer of 
marriage. 
 
It has to be admitted that there 
was some minor damping of 
enthusiasm when the logistics 
and practicalities were discussed 
in detail.  Should they use nets 
or snares or possibly some kind 
of cage?  After days of planning 
they decided on simplicity, they 
would dig a pit into which a lion 
would fall, it being considered 
that a week of starvation would 
weaken the beast to the point at 
which it could be put on a lead. 
There may well be those among 
you who have already detected 
a flaw in this plan, Mena and 
Sechem did not. 
 
The habitat of lions was the 
desert which surrounded the 
fertile lands of the Nomark and it 
had not escaped these brave 
lads that the desert is a very 
large place and the actual 
number of lions relatively small. 
The question was then where to 
dig the pit to guarantee the 
capture of a lion. It was at this 
point that Sechem exceeded all 
expectations and came up with a 
bright idea. “We should dig the 
pit where a lion is but about a 
metre further on.” 
 
Readers of A A Milne’s Poo Bear 
stories will recall that Poo Bear 
and Piglet had an identical plan 
but with one essential difference, 
they were hunting for 
Heffalumps.  
 
In a long life and with 6 
grandkids who all love zoos I 
must have visited them all from 
Disneyland in America to 

Edinburgh in Scotland without 
ever coming face to face with a 
Heffalump, we are assured 
however by A A Milne that a 
Heffalumps in spite of being 
somewhat larger than an 
elephant, is quite a friendly beast 
and cooperative in the extreme.  
Just the kind of animal in fact 
that would patiently wait while a 
pit was dug a metre in front of it 
and then obediently move 
forward and fall in. Desert lions 
sadly have a quite different 
philosophy. Theirs is one of “if it 
moves eat it”. 
 
Personally I can take or leave 
lions. I neither love nor hate 
them but do know that they have 
quite a fan club in some 
quarters. Even those who love 
lions however would have to 
admit that they are extremely 
messy eaters and so it was that 
the funeral of our two heroes 
was of necessity a joint (no pun 
intended) affair. Just a few 
bones in a casket with both 
families mourning over it.  No 
need for embalming or the 
opening of the mouth ceremony 
and the canopic jars remained 
empty. 
 
This is by no means the saddest 
part of this tale however, it turns 
out that the object of Mena’s 
love was in fact a male cross 
dresser recently expelled from 
Libya. 
 
Death by lion must be an 
horrendous experience, but all 
red-blooded males would surely 
agree that it would be much 
preferred to dying of shock on 
your wedding night on finding 
that the partner of your choice 
was sporting the same standard 
issue equipment as yourself. 
 
It remains to apologise for 
unburdening myself of this tragic 
story on to you good people, in 
what is after all a happy and 
festive season … My sincere 
apologies and thank you.      

 
 

ANON 
  
 



A minor incident at Karnak when Europeans first arrived 
 
When the French first arrived at 
Karnak, a small party of 
Napoleon’s officers were 
wandering among the sand 
blown ruins when they came 
upon what they at first took to be 
a plinth but subsequently 
realised was the lid of a 
sarcophagus. It measured about 
8 foot by 4 foot and thinking it 
probably contained the 
embalmed body of a large 
sacred animal they removed the 
lid. 
 
They were surprised to find that 
it was indeed a sarcophagus but 
that it was only approximately 4 
inches deep.  
 
Inside was a bandaged 
rectangular mattress like object 
which filled the sarcophagus but 
was only about one and a half 
inches thick.  
 
Poking about with a bayonet, 
which was a habit of the French 
at this time much encouraged by 
Napoleon, they found what 
appeared to be animal remains 
and decided to un-wrap the 
object. 
 
With three layers of bandage 
removed, they found a papyrus 
document covered in 
hieroglyphs, which of course 
could not be interpreted at this 
time but which eventually found 
its way to the British Museum 
and was finally translated 
sometime in the 1920s.  
 
The animal remains were 
discarded by the French and 
nothing more is known of them, 
the translated hieroglyphs, 
however, told a truly tragic tale. 
 
It is not well documented, and it 
is certainly not worth trying to 
find him on the internet but it 
appears that the famous 
architect and builder to 
Thutmosis I, Ineni, had a great 
grandson who was apprenticed 
to an equally famous architect 
Senenmut, at the time of 
Thutmosis III.  
 
His name was Ononi, i.e. Ononi 
great grandson of Ineni.  

Ononi had reached quite a high 
level of competence and 
Senenmut had no hesitation in 
giving him the job of removing 
the enormous obelisks of 
Hatshepsut to the north of the 
Karnak site to make way for the 
enormous Festival Hall complex 
of Thutmosis III. 
 
Ononi planned the work well, he 
constructed an extremely large 
wooden collar which he dropped 
over the top of the first obelisk, it 
coming to rest approximately 
one third the way down its height 
and to which he attached a great 
many ropes. Sufficient ropes in 
fact for 500 men to the north of 
the obelisk and 300 men to the 
south to be able to get a firm 
hold. The plan was for the men 
to the south to pull the obelisk 
from the vertical and the men to 
the north to control the gradual 
descent of the obelisk to the 
ground so that it could be 
removed from site. 
 
In hindsight, it was probably a 
mistake to organise the work for 
the day following a major 
religious festival, at which time 
the priesthood considered it their 
duty to carefully observe the 
rituals of religion while the local 
population employed the same 
diligence in absorbing as much 
of the local brew as was 
humanly possible. It was from 
this latter group that all labour 
was recruited.      
   
On the day of the work, Ononi 
himself was controlling the 
operation and when all his 
labour force was in position he 
gave the signal for the 300 to the 
south to pull the obelisk from the 
vertical which they successfully 
achieved. The 500 to the north 
took the strain but sadly were 
more concerned with controlling 
the effects of their over 
indulgence than in controlling the 
descent of the obelisk. 
 
It was Ononi himself who first 
noticed a gradual acceleration of 
the obelisk towards the ground, 
and against the advice of his 
safety officer standing next to 
him, leaped the safety barrier 

and ran towards the obelisk. As 
he did so a great cry in unison 
arose from the 800 men of 
“OhNoniNoNoniNoNoniNo” as 
he ran and braced himself 
against the obelisk.  
 
Ononi was a big lad for an 
ancient Egyptian, 6 foot tall, wide 
in the shoulders and deep in the 
chest. Strong as a bull but 
nowhere near strong enough of 
course and he inevitably finished 
up beneath the obelisk which 
broke into 3 pieces as it crashed 
to the ground. At least one of 
these pieces can still be seen at 
Karnak. 
 
When the body was recovered 
Ononi was seen to have altered 
dramatically in shape, being now 
8 foot tall by 4 foot wide ... by 
one and a quarter inches thick. 
 
Four funerary priests each took 
a corner of Ononi and with a 
further two supporting him in 
approximately the waist area he 
was carried off to begin the 
usual 70 days of embalming. 
 
The “opening of the mouth” 
ceremony requires that you first 
locate the mouth, which was not 
straightforward, and some minor 
excavating was necessary to try 
to achieve this. The results of 
this digging were so disgusting 
that the priests decided they 
were working at the wrong end. 
Moving to the opposite end 
however provided not a single 
tooth and this part of the 
ceremony had to be abandoned. 
 
It was little better when it came 
to charging the canopic jars. 
One can imagine the 
disappointment of the four sons 
of Horus, Imsety expecting the 
liver, Hapi the lungs, Duamutef 
the stomach and Qebehsenuef 
the intestines in finding that each 
had received just a ladleful of a 
rather lumpy soup.  
 
It is considered doubtful that a 
prayer from the chief priest 
imploring the gods, on this 
occasion, to form a committee of 
joint protection was received 
with much enthusiasm. 



Then, as now, cost mattered and 
the last decipherable lines of 
hieroglyphs in the previously 
mentioned papyrus represented 
a complaint by the chief 
embalming priest that he had 
had to use three times the 
normal weight of bandage and 
resin for a man of Ononi’s 

original shape because of his 
greatly increased surface area.    
 
Fast forwarding now to the 
present day … it has long been 
a puzzle to modern 
musicologists in their studies of 
ancient ballads and songs just 
what was the origin of the 

frequently used refrain, 
“ohnoninononinononino” but we, 
as students of archaeology now 
know that it originated at Karnak, 
at the time of Thutmosis III, and 
was due to the untimely and 
tragic death of Ononi, great 
grandson of Ineni, architect to 
Thutmosis I.     

 

ANON 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
      
 
 
 
   
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Sunshine Project International 

 
 
 
Nothing to do with the Ancient Middle East but nevertheless having a tenuous connection to 
AEMES, it is worth recording the support, though in a small way, given to Sunshine by 
members of our society. 
 
SPI is a charity dedicated to the rescue and support of abandoned children in the Luxor area of 
Egypt. It was founded in 1996 by Pearl Smith and Doctor Amr Taha, Secretary General of the 
Egyptian Doctors association. 
 
Support was never a regular thing and apart from the occasional AEMES raffle it has always in 
the past been left to individual members visiting Egypt to call at the home on Television Street, 
Luxor with gifts of clothes, food and money. 
 
The procedure was, when visiting Egypt, to ring one of the UK contacts who would advise on 
the current shortages, they varied from visit to visit, and arrange with the travel agent to allow 
an extra baggage allowance to accommodate anything bulky. Thomson’s was particularly good 
in this respect. 
 
Most in demand was children’s second hand clothing and toys but on at least one occasion a 
case full of Angel Delight, courtesy of the local Cooperative, and baby wipes was delivered. 
Apparently Angel Delight was a great favourite of the kids and unobtainable in Egypt.  
 
Visitors are always made welcome, though it can be a quite moving experience, and it is 
gratifying to find that these children are extremely well-educated, by the standards of the area, 
while in care and readily find employment on attaining working age. Anyone calling comes 
away with the feeling that these kids are in a loving family atmosphere, well cared for and 
happy. 
 
The present situation is one of continued expansion and improvement as can be seen on 
Airport Road, Luxor, and when you are next in Luxor why not pay them a visit?    
 
Find them on www.sunshine-international.org.uk       
 
 

ANON 
 

http://www.sunshine-international.org.uk/


The Ancient Kingdom of the Hittites 
Review of a seven session course, written and presented by Mrs Sue Kirk for the WEA at Lincoln 2012 

The course opened with a general overview and 
emphasising firstly that this newest of the Middle East 
studies or disciplines i.e. Hittitology, cannot be 
studied in isolation from all other Middle Eastern 
civilisations of the period. Also that it has to be 
realised that the Hittites were unknown until relatively 
recently and there are many gaps and uncertainties 
in the Chronology and Kingly successions still to be 
investigated.  

The Hittite Kingdom is thought to have originated in 
the Middle Bronze Age c 1950 BC to c 1750 BC in a 
period known to archaeologists as the Assyrian 
Colony Period at which time the capital was at 
Kussara in the Anti-Taurus mountain range for which 
two leaders are listed. 

By the Late Bronze Age it appears a Kingdom is 
established, known as the Hittite Old Kingdom Period 
c 1750 BC – c 1400 BC in which fourteen kings are 
listed and having its capital at Hattusa. Exact dates 
and duration of reigns for these kings are still a 
matter for debate but by the time of the Hittite New 
Kingdom or Empire Period c 1400 BC to c 1200 BC, 
dates are beginning to be more precise. There are 15 
kings listed for this period. 

The fourth period is known as the Neo Hittite Period c 
1200 BC to c 700 BC, in the Early Iron Age, for which 
no kings are listed and during which the Hittite 
Empire simply disappears with the capital destroyed 
by fire in 120 7BC. This destruction is thought to have 
been brought about by civil war rather than enemy 
action. The Hittite Period then can be said to have 
been from c 1700 BC to 1200 BC i.e. about 500 
years.       

Sources of information include 
direct archaeological evidence, 
grave goods, human remains, 
textual evidence from wall 
decorations, thousands of 
archive tablets from several 
library sites in the ruins and a 
stele known as the Edict of 
Telepinu which gives us a brief 
history of the times up to and 
including the reign of Telepinu 
1525 BC to 1500 BC. 

Indirect sources of information 
are available from Egyptian 
correspondence such as the 
Amarna Letters and the Battle 
of Kadesh records, 
Mesopotamian records and 
some of the classical writers of 
the period and also the Old 
Testament. 

Who the Hittites actually were, 
their origins, is very difficult to 
pin down but it is known they 

were very much a mixed community with many 
different cultures living within the country, some by 
choice others having been transported there by force 
following conquests into neighbouring countries. 
Surprisingly, once the language had been 
understood, it was found to be of Indo-European 
classification, i.e. the same class as our own. Did 
they originate in Europe? It was their habit, having 
conquered new territories to set up a vassal king 
reporting to and paying tribute to their capital. 

The Hittite Empire was located in the central areas of 
Anatolia, modern Turkey.The area was rich in copper 
and tin was available from neighbouring states 
(Zagros Mountains) for making bronze - age 
weaponry and other goods. 

Session 2 begins an elaboration of the events of 
each of the four periods listed above. Returning now 
to the Assyrian Colony Period c 1950 BC to 1750 BC. 

Trading links between Afghanistan and Southern 
Mesopotamia are established to Kultepe Kanesh in 
Hittite territory via the Assyrian capital Assur, a trip of 
1000 km by donkey. 20,000 clay tablets were found 
here, many in clay envelopes displaying ownership 
and trading details, giving archaeologists a great deal 
of information. Direct routes were taxed and it is 
known that smuggling by alternate, more risky routes 
was carried out. This settlement mound of Kultepe 
Kanesh was known as a “donkey port” or terminus 
from where goods were traded throughout the region. 
There was of course great interaction between 
different cultures as trading took place.  Payment for 
goods was in gold and silver. Trading records on clay 
tablets show that large profits were made i.e. 100% 
gross on tin and 200% on textiles. At this time a loan 

View of Great Temple at Hattusa, looking 

north-east 



and credit system was in operation between traders. 
Kultepe Kanesh was destroyed c1850 BC by fire but 
reoccupied repeatedly afterwards up to Roman times.   

 In 1906 AD archaeologist and linguist Hugo Winkler 
found 25,000 clay tablets written in cuneiform script 
in two archive sites at Hattusa. Some of the signs 
were understood because they were included in all 
languages of the ancient Near East. However the 
translation into Hittite, as yet a new language had yet 
to be tackled.       

During the early emergence of the empire, King 
Pithana conquered the then Assyrian trading station 
of Nenassa and his son Anitta took the future capital 
of the Hittites, Hattusa as related in the important 
Anitta Text. Interestingly Anitta put a curse on anyone 
attempting to re occupy the Hattusa site, poisoning 
the land associated with its agricultural areas.  

During the Hittite Old Kingdom Period this curse was 
ignored by Hatusili I 1650 BC -1620 BC who founded 
it as the Hittite capital, known as the city of a 1000 
gods. He claimed his successes were due to the 
support of the sun goddess Arinna. 

Mursili I 1650 BC-1620 BC was concerned mainly to 
consolidate his grandfather’s gains but flexed his 
muscles in destroying Aleppo and even raiding 
Babylon. 

Session 3 opens with the Old Kingdom in turmoil. 
The succession of Kings at this time was determined 
by ambition, ability and the strength of support a 
contender could muster. The consequences of this 
was a series of murders and near anarchy and 
although Hatusili I survived to old age and died 
naturally, his brother -in –law Mursili I was murdered 
but managed 30 years on the throne, 1620 BC to 
1590BC. 

Hantili I
   
1590 BC to 1560 BC, his son and grandsons 

were murdered by Zidanta I who in turn was 
murdered by his own son Ammuna 1560 BC to 1525 
BC. 

A coup by Huzziya I was reversed by the next king 
listed and Telipinu 1525 BC to 1500 BC takes the 
throne for the next 25 years The King List gives no 
dates for Zidanta I or Huzziya I and their times in 
power are assumed to have been very short indeed. 
This struggling for power with resulting near anarchy 
and weakening of defence was breaking the Kingdom 
apart and Telipinu it was who decided to call a halt by 
introducing rules of succession. A substantial drought 
and troubles with the Hurrians and Kaskans at this 
time did not help.                                                                             

Aimed at avoiding further bloodshed Telipinu’s Edict 
laid down the following rules … 

“The son of the first wife becomes King. If 
there is no son of this first rank then the son 
of the second rank becomes King. If there is 
no male of the King then the daughter of the 

firstrank is to be married and her husband 
becomes King”. 

During the period of anarchy described, much land 
was lost by the Hittites but Telipinu’s reign started to 
reverse this. He also introduced strict laws with listed 
punishments for particular crimes. These were 
severe initially but later modified presumably as 
behaviour improved. 

The period 1500 BC to 1400 BC is described as an 
Intermediate Period about which little is known. It is 
known there were six kings in this period, but there is 
little information at present regarding their activities or 
their effect on the Hittite Kingdom. 

The city was divided into 5 sections, the Buyukkale 
citadel was the most important area, strong and 
secure with natural granite mounds and enclosing 
walls and it was here that the palace and king’s 
residence were located. 

There was a virtually impenetrable sanctuary called 
Yazilikaya … a last resort defence? 

Buyukkaya, the early settlement area and granary. 

The Lower City which contained the Great Temple. 

The Upper City which contained a considerable 
number of temples. 

All of the above in a state of partial and ongoing 
restoration when access is possible. The whole site 
originally surrounded by a substantial wall 6 km 
round with box section towers of immense strength at 
regular intervals. Any invader breaching this wall into 
the Upper City would still be faced with another wall 
denying access to the Lower City i.e. the Great 
Temple and Palace area. The outer wall gates were 
arranged as traps and invaders managing to get 
through the outer opening were vulnerable to attack 
from above before being able to access the Upper 
City area. The inner wall protecting the Lower City 
also had nasty surprises with large tunnels which 
could hold a great many soldiers to ambush anyone 
who had got that far. 

The King’s Gate in the southern outer wall is so 
called because of the carved figure in raised relief on 
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the stone pillar at the gate. This figure is now thought 
to represent a protective God, not the King. The 
single horn on the figure’s helmet actually shows the 
figure to be a god of not very high status in the 
pantheon. 

The Lion Gate has four lions carved to look as if they 
are emerging from the stone of the gate pillars. 

The Sphinx Gate gave access to a tunnel under the 
rampart forming part of the wall. Nothing is left there 
now; the inner doorway is in the Berlin Museum and 
the second gate doorway in Istanbul Museum. 

The Great Temple of the Lower City area was the 
biggest built by the Hittites. It was a single story 
building measuring 62 by 45 metres and with a 
monumental gate way. In the sacred area were two 
cult chambers each for a separate deity.  

The Storm God Teshub was one of the most 
important of the Gods as preserver of the Cosmos. 
He was loved and feared, responsible for the warm 
rain that kept crops and animals alive. He was the 
protector of life and it was considered very unwise to 
upset him. 

The Sun Goddess was the Supreme Mother Figure 
and consort of Teshub. 

The Upper City had a great many temples, explaining 
the City’ name “city of a thousand gods”, some of 
which are still being found even up to 2012 AD.  

Large lakes for storage of drinking water piped from 
mountain springs, a spectacular engineering 
achievement, were in this area along with 11 large 
storage pits for grain.   

Session 4 moved into the New Kingdom (Empire) 
Period. We have only vague information on the dates 
and actions of the first three kings of this period. The 
political situation at this time was that the Hittites 
were reduced in size and power, their close 
neighbour Mitanni was experiencing a power rise 
threatening Hatti and Egypt was in process of 
increasing its influence in Syria. There was the added 
worry for the Hittites of Egypt actually forming an 
alliance with Mitanni and marriage is mentioned 
between Tuthmosis III and a Mitanni princess.  The 

Hittites under Tudhaliya I or II (it is not clear which) 
meanwhile, are trying to establish friendly relations 
with Egypt while successfully expanding their territory 
in the East. The dates of Tudhaliya I or II are not 
given, the information is too vague. 

Egypt is approached by Arzawa in the West and rich 
in copper, with gifts and offers of marriage to an 
Arzawan princess and the offer is welcomed by 
Egypt.   

Twenty-two tribal areas to the West of Hatti form an 
anti Hittite confederacy and declare war on Hattusa 
the Hittite capital but Tudhaliya surrounds its army in 
the night and captures it. 

Arnuwanda I was at this time thought to be regent 
with Tudhaliya and was his son-in-law. He was 
granted the succession by Tudhaliya. 

An ambitious and cunning leader, Muddawatta fled 
from a country in Anatolia details unclear, with his 
family and his army and was employed by the Hittites 
to be a vassal ruler under the Hittites of the 
mountainous region of Zippazla. Not content with this 
Muddawata began carving out a country for himself 
and offended Tudhaliya by invading Alasiya (modern 
Cyprus) with the aid of the country of Lukka. He also 
tried to form an alliance with Aleppo, at which point 
Tudhaliya intervened and took back Aleppo. 

Arnuwanda I when he came to full power he tried to 
establish himself as a strong leader but in fact was 
not very aggressive. 

At this time Egypt had control all the way up to and 
including Kadesh, beyond Kadesh was held by 
Mitanni. 

Hatusili II was the most obscure of the kings and little 
is known. 

Tudhaliya III 1360 BC to 1344 BC. This was a very 
troubled period, when Hatti was attacked by 
Kaskans, Isuwans, Arzawans and others. The capital 
Hattusa and most of the Hittite Empire was 
devastated. 

Together with his son Suppiluliuma III much of the 
Hittite Empire was regained but the fight continued 
when Suppiluliuma succeeded his father in 1344 BC. 
It took about 20 years to regain the empire with the 
defeat of the Kaskans and Arzawans. He was 
succeeded by Arnuwanda II in 1322 BC 

A great number of Hittite inscriptions are on the walls 
of the Yazilikaya Sanctuary and the natural rocky 
outcrop forming part of the Sanctuary, some are 12 
metres high in places. Stamp and cylinder seals have 
been found around the Hatusa site. 

Session 5 began with more revelations of 
Suppiluliuma’s rise to the throne. Apparently he was 
not in line for the throne originally and it was to have 
gone to a younger brother Tudhaliya for reasons not 
clear; however Suppiluliuma took it on his father’s 
death and became the greatest of its kings bringing 
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about enormous expansions of the Hittite Empire. He 
installed his sons Telepinu and Piyassili as rulers of 
Aleppo and Carchemish and brought a level of 
stability to the Kingdom.  

With a dynasty established he became all powerful 
and enjoyed friendly relations with Egypt. This last 
supported by correspondence with Akhenaten, as 
found in the Amarna letters, and by the fact that on 
the death of Tutankhamun, his widow wrote to 
Suppiluliuma asking for one of his sons in marriage. 
A son was sent but died on route, suspected of 
having been murdered by Egyptians. Further 
evidence of his prestige is the fact that he married a 
Babylonian princess. 

Much of the information we have gained was from 
records made by his son Mursili II known as “The 
deeds of Suppiluliuma”. 

Arnuwanda II 1322 BC-1321 BC is thought to have 
died of a plague brought back to Hatti by 
campaigning soldiers and Mursili II 1321-1295 BC 
took the throne. 

Mursili II during whose reign Carchemish is lost but 
the rest of the Empire held together. He marched on 
Arzawa and sacked the capital driving out the royal 
family. The Hittites were now in control of the western 
areas. He took about 10,000 of the captured peoples 
together with their gods back to Hattusa.  

The Kaskans to the north of Hatti were a constant 
problem at this time and although he defeated them 
in combat they remained a threat to Hattusa. This he 
solved by moving the Hittite gods and his capital to 
Tarhuntassa on the coast of the Mediterranean to the 
far south of Hattusa.  

The pantheon of Hittite gods was forever being 
increased as the gods of conquered peoples were 
added to it. The practice was to ask permission of 
these gods before moving them to the current Hittite 
capital and so their capital was known as the “City of 
1000 Gods.” No Egyptian Gods were ever included. 
Attempts to bring order i.e. to rationalise the 
pantheon to avoid duplication were made. 

Spring and autumn religious festivals were held 
aimed at good crops and suitable growing weather. 
There were two in the spring: A Ta Sum (crocus) 
festival lasting 38 days and a Purulli or earth festival 
lasting 30 days. There were two in the autumn: 
Festival of the Harvest and Festival of the Gatehouse 
which may have involved the Storm God Teshub in 
blessing the protective gates 

More about the Yazilikaya sanctuary … Two 
chambers A and B - The largest chamber A.  Two 
weathered rock cut processions of figures, the left 
wall is of a procession of male deities wearing 
traditional kilts, pointed shoes and horned hats.  The 
right wall shows a procession of female deities 
wearing crowns and long skirts. The processions lead 
to the Storm God Teshub standing on two Mountain 
Gods and the Sun Goddess Hepatu standing on a 

panther. The smaller chamber B has fewer, larger 
and better preserved reliefs of King Tudhaliya IV and 
the God Sharruma his escort.     

Session 6 begins with the reign of Muwatalli II 1295 
to 1272 BC and his part in the famous battle of 
Kadesh 1274 BC - King Muwatalli versus Ramesses 
II of Egypt. A great deal of information is available 
from records made by both sides.   Both sides 
claimed victory but in fact historians consider it to 
have been a draw finally settled by diplomacy.  
Kadesh however was retained by the Hittites. The 
buffer state of Mittani is taken by the Assyrians while 
the Hittites are preoccupied with the battle. Muwatalli 
takes Damascus on his return from battle.         

Mursili III (Urhi-Tesub) 1272 BC-1267 BC was the 
eldest surviving son of Muwatalli II and he it was who 
moved the Hittite capital back from Tarhuntassa to 
Hattusa again.  

Towards the end of his reign he considered his uncle 
Hattusili, who had played a major role in fighting the 
Egyptians at the battle of Kadesh, a threat to his 
kingship and attacked him. Hattusili however had a 
great deal of personal support because of his 
successes at Kadesh.  Further, Mursili III had lost 
Hanigalbat to the Assyrians during his reign and was 
thus considered less of a king because of this. Mursili 
fled to Egypt and Hattusili took the throne as Hattusili 
III 1267 BC-1237 BC.  He immediately demanded of 
Ramesses II the return of Mursili, but Ramesses 
refused and for a time relationships between Egypt 
and Hatti took a turn for the worst. However, Hattusili 
diplomacy recovers the status quo, Ramesses II 
marries a Hittite princess and a peace treaty is 
signed between the two empires. 

The Hittites are now a much respected power and 
marriages are arranged between three sons of 
Hattusili and neighbouring countries. The Kaskans, to 
the north, with whom the Hittites have been in 
constant conflict within the past, are now much more 
friendly. 

There are records of correspondence between the 
wife of Hattusili, Puduhepa and Egypt’s Ramesses II 
regarding the marriage of her daughter to him and 
also of her prayers to the Goddess Ishtar for the 
health of her husband.  

Final session 7   For some time before his death 
Hattusili’s younger son Tudhaliya is thought to have 
been acting as regent with his father. Eventually 
Hattusili had a treaty written which confirmed 
Kurunta’s rule over Tarhuntassa. He also elevated 
Tudhaliya over his elder brother to crown prince. 
When Tudhaliya IV took the throne he drew up a 
bronze tablet treaty confirming the relationship with 
Kurunta.      

There is considerable confusion regarding these last 
kings of the New Kingdom with dates for Tudhaliya IV 
given as 1237 BC – 1228 BC followed by a short 
period  1228 BC – 1227 BC with Kurunta as King and 
then another period with Tudhaliya IV back as king 



1227 BC – 1209 BC. His reign was guided by his 
mother Queen Puduhepa with many troubles in the 
Empire at this time although Egypt provided some 
stability in the area. His troubles included fears for his 
own safety within the Royal Court with many 
descendants having some rights, genuine or 
imagined, to the throne.  Friendliness with Egypt at 
this time was confirmed by medical help for Kurunta 
when he fell seriously ill. A strange event was when 
Tudhaliya invaded part of Alasiya (modern Cyprus), 
apparently to prevent pirating of Hittite copper? 

Little is known of the last two kings listed except that 
they were sons of Tudhaliya and that the Hittite 
Empire is considered to have come to an end with 
their short reigns. 

Hattusa appears to have been burned at the end of 
the Empire but some archaeologists think this may 
have been a deliberate act by the Hittites themselves, 
as they dispersed to prevent the city’s use by 
enemies. Another theory is that struggles for power 
within the ruling elite caused a civil war bringing 
about the collapse of the Empire. 

The course mentions the Neo Hittite Period 1200 BC-
700 BC (early Iron Age) in which great movements of 
people from foreign lands moved into areas 
previously part of the Hittite Empire, creating small 
farms and settlements. These were eventually 
invaded and mostly destroyed by the “Sea Peoples”.  

There does appear to be a continuation of quite 
powerful Hittite influence in places such as Aleppo 
and Carchemish with obvious cultural links to the 
original Hittite Empire.  A list of Iron Age Kings of 
Carchemish, for the most drawn from Assyrian 
inscriptions, was briefly mentioned without detail; 
they eventually fell to the now all powerful Assyria.          

A brief description of what death meant to the Hittite 
royals and of the rituals carried out at the time 
followed … There was a set ritual lasting fourteen 
days which had to be carried out to the letter and 
involved the slaughter of an ox on the first day. The 
ox was placed at the feet of the deceased and a 
libation of wine poured, after which the vessel was 
smashed. Food and libations of wine were offered to 
the corpse which was then place on a lighted funeral 
pyre. On the third morning the bones were collected 
and washed with oil. Bones of a king were then 
placed on a chair, a queen’s bones on a stool and 
feasting took place up to the sixth day when the 
bones were placed in the “hekur or stone house” on a 
couch.  There was much sacrificing of animals at this 
point. 

At the half way point of the course was a half-term 
break and a well earned rest for our tutor. No such 
luck for the students however who retired for their 
“holiday” with a 30 question quiz for homework … At 
the end of the course Mrs Sue Kirk was thanked with 
requests for more of the same. 
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A Favourite Pectoral of the Boy Pharaoh Tutankhamun 
 

From earliest times all ancient Egyptians, from the poorest to the most exalted, loved their jewellery. Jewellery not 
only gave an indication of status, it helped to make a person look more attractive and beautiful.  More importantly it 

had magical and religious powers to protect its wearer, whether god or human. 
 
A piece I find particularly fascinating amongst 
Tutankhamun’s enormous collection of jewellery is 
unusual in its design, possibly because so few 
pectorals which were worn in life seem to have 
survived.   The piece can be divided into three parts, 
the pectoral itself, the counterpoise and the necklace. 
 

 
 

Photograph supplied by Heather Edwards 

 
The Pectoral consists of an electrum disk moon 4.4 
cm in diameter, resting on an electrum crescent moon, 
both sitting on a gold archaic barque. The barque rests 
on a gold cloisonné-framework with inlaid alternate 

lotus flowers and buds growing from the pet-sign for 
heaven, which symbolises the waters of the firmament.  
The pet-sign rests on alternate light blue and dark blue 
supports, which have been described by one expert as 
possibly raindrops falling to earth. 
 
The Counterpoise – Height 6.2 cm without tassel, 
width 6.8 cm with the tassel’s length also 6.2 cm 
approximately and 6.85 cm wide.  The counterpoise is 
a gold trapezoid, consisting of a central lotus flower, 
with a lotus bud on either side and two rosettes at the 
base of the flowers.  The flowers are topped by a bar, 
from which hang the nineteen tassels of composition 
and gold beads, terminating in tiny bells. 
 
The Necklace - Length of each strap approx. 24 cm. It 
consists of four strings of barrel and ball beads, 
described below.  The gold box fitments bear the king’s 
name. 
 
The materials used in this piece of jewellery are gold, 
electrum, lapis lazuli, carnelian, feldspar, black resin 
barrel-beads, gold ball-beads, calcite with some 
coloured cements used for inlays, glass in light and 
dark blue, green and white.  The full and crescent 
moons on the pectoral are made of electrum, which is 
a combination of gold and silver and more valuable to 
the Egyptians than gold.  The barque is gold and the 
remainder of the gold is easy to recognise.  I assume 
the light blue, dark blue and white are faience (glass), 
used for the lotus flowers and buds on the pectoral and 
on the counterpoise, as well as the supports for the 
pet-sign.   
 
I understand Egyptologists examining ancient Egyptian 
jewellery have had difficulty distinguishing between 
glass and lapis lazuli and other semi-precious stones.  
The strings of beads in the necklace straps are made 
of barrel-beads of gold, lapis lazuli, carnelian and black 
resin, alternating with ball-beads of lapis lazuli, 
feldspar and gold.  Gold ball-beads have been 
soldered together to form spacer bars.  The base of 
the buds on the counterpoise appears to be carnelian. 
On the right-hand side of the counterpoise is the 
golden fastener for the pectoral, which has a 
retractable pin. A tasselled cord would have been 
attached to the back of the crescent moon to keep the 
pectoral in place.  
 
This superb piece of jewellery is full of symbolic 
significance.  Starting from the bottom is the pet-sign 
for heaven rests on the suggested rain-drops.  
Growing from heaven are the lotus flowers. The lotus 
is in evidence everywhere in Egyptian art and 
architecture, indicating their regard for the flower’s 
beauty, colour, fragrance, magical symbolism and 
religious associations, including everlasting life, or 
youth.  There is also the symbolic protection of the full 
and crescent moon.  



Here restricted space prohibits detailed consideration 
of the importance of the lotus, colours or materials 
used in this piece.  Each can be only briefly discussed.  
To the ancient Egyptians the colour of stones and 
other materials had great symbolic and amuletic 
significance. The Book of the Dead states that specific 
materials must be used for certain amulets, such as 
red jasper for the Girdle Tie of Isis amulet, which is 
placed at the throat of a mummy.  A very brief 
indication of the significance of certain colours is:  dark 
blue – the colour of Lapis Lazuli, was the colour of the 
protecting night sky; green – the colour of Green 
Feldspar, Green Malachite and Turquoise, was the 
colour of new growing plants and symbolised new life 
and regeneration.   The colour of the papyrus plant 
was wadj (w3d), meaning to be healthy or to flourish.  
Red was the colour of blood and connected with life, 
energy and power.  
 
Most of the stones in ancient Egyptian jewellery came 
from the Eastern Desert and Sinai. They were chosen 
for their rich colours and the symbolic properties of 
these colours.  Prospectors recognised them by their 
colour and hardness.  The stones were worked by the 
neshdy, or worker in precious stones.  He followed the 
nuby in lists of jewellery workers.  The setro would 
have assembled the necklace; the beads having been 
made by the iru weshbet, or bead-maker.  
 
The materials used in this piece of jewellery are:    
 
Gold – found first as granules in river beds and later 
panned and mined.  Gold was found in several places 
between the Nile Valley and The Red Sea, in Lower 
Nubia and Kush, as well as arriving in Egypt as tribute. 
The ancient Egyptians found gold easy to work and 
discovered it did not fade or lose its shine, which 
reminded them of the sun. Gold could be recast which 
has raised speculation that the black-market in stolen 
funerary metals enabled jewellery making for funerary 
purposes to continue for so long.  Gold, known as nub 
(nbw), is depicted on the walls of tombs as dust, 
nuggets, rings and ingots.  Most Egyptian gold 
contained up to 20% silver.  The goldsmith, called 
nuby, was the most important jewellery worker.   
 

Electrum – djam (ḏ  m), a combination of gold and 
silver, can occur naturally or be produced artificially.  It 
can contain between 20% and 50% silver, giving a 
colour range from a deep yellow to silver white, or red.  
It came from the south of Egypt and the Land of Punt, 
and like gold is shown in tomb paintings in dust, 
nugget or ring form.  Being harder than gold, electrum 
was more suitable for jewellery to be worn by the 
living.   
 
Cornelian – herset (ḥrst) ranges in colour from red-
brown to orange and can be transparent and tinged 
red. It was picked up as pebbles in the Eastern Desert 

and was found in Nubia.  It could be faked using 
translucent quartz backed with red cement.   
 
Feldspar (Amazon Stone) – neshmet (nšmt) is an 
opaque pale green or blue green stone.  It was 
available in the Eastern Desert and from Libya.  The 
Book of the Dead indicates its use for papyrus amulets 
and as an alternative stone for heart scarabs.  It was 
imitated by glazed composition and glass.   
 
Quartz comes in two forms Milky Quartz and Rock-
crystal.  Milky is hard and opaque – found just north of 
Aswan and in Nubia.  Rock-crystal is glass-like 
transparent hard quartz, found to the west of the Nile 
from the Fayuum to Baharia Oasis and in Sinai.  Both 

forms were called menu hedj (mnw ḥḏ) and are found 
in some of Tutankhamun’s jewellery imitating 
carnelian.   
 

Lapis Lazuli – khesbed (ḫesbd) followed by maa (m3  ) 
true, was a highly prized opaque dark blue stone, 
which takes a high polish.  It is often streaked with 
white and flecked with gold impurities. It was imported 
into ancient Egypt, probably from north east 
Afghanistan.  It is listed as tribute and gifts coming 
from numerous countries including Palestine, Babylon, 
the Hittites and Syria.  True was added to indicate 
genuine Lapis Lazuli, as imitations were made from 
early times.  
 
Man-Made Materials Glazed composition, also called 
faience, has a sandy core, ideally quartz, with a 
vitreous alkaline glaze which can be of any colour.  
Research has produced three methods of glazing – 
applied glazing where the raw material is made into a 
slurry and applied by dipping, pouring or painting onto 
the surface, then firing giving an uneven lined glaze;  
Cementation – the object being enveloped in the 
glazing mixture (wet or dry), which melts during firing.  
With this method the object could be moulded into any 
shape and any excess mixture removed after firing.  In 
the third method the glazing mixture could be mixed 
with the body and during firing the glazing salts rose to 
the surface and melted forming the glaze, which 

looked like glass. This is called tjehnet (ṯhnt) – that 
which gleams.  These beads would be made by the iru 
weshbet or bead-maker.  The worker who fired these 
materials was called a baba and perhaps also learnt to 
make glass.  
 
Several times when visiting the Egyptian Museum in 
Cairo, I have gone to the Tutankhamun exhibit solely 
to gaze at this unique piece of jewellery.  
 
Not only is it visually splendid, it seems to convey 
peace and tranquillity.  The pectoral shows signs of 
wear and it is easy to imagine it as a favourite piece of 
the young pharaoh Tutankhamun, who would have had 
great faith in its magical protection. 

 

 
 

Heather Edwards 

 



Archeological Excavation and Documentation 
at the Unfinished Obelisk Quarry 

 
Aswan city was an important place during Ancient times. That is because it was the corridor to the Nubian land. 
Secondly, the geological structure of Aswan region is very varied. That helped the ancient Egyptian to quarry 
different type of stones from this area. They quarried granite from the east bank and from the Nile river island. 
Silicified sand stone were quarried from the west and east bank of Aswan.  Also there are some small sand stone 
quarries at both the east and west side. Granite was the most important stone amongst the other stones quarried 
from the Aswan area. The ancient Egyptians quarried and used Aswan granite from the 2

nd
 Dynasty thorough the 

whole ancient Egyptian time.  
 
The main locations of the ancient quarries are in the 
East bank. However many islands in the Nile river 
were used as ancient granite sources. The recent 
survey and excavation shows that the New Kingdom 
and Greco-Roman quarries are located on the 
southern part of modern Aswan. The earlier quarries, 
such as Old and Middle Kingdom, are located at the 
northern and middle part of the city. 
 
The Unfinished Obelisk: 
In 2002 the SCA started a large project to reopen the 
Unfinished Obelisk site after building new tourist 
facilities.  
 

 
 

The Unfinished Obelisk after the recent excavation 

 
With the project, archaeological excavation and 
documentation was carried out on the site.  
 
The main results of these excavations have produced 
fresh insights into hard stone production techniques 
and the logistics of obelisk and colossal statue 
extraction, that until recently had been poorly 
understood.  In particular, there is clear evidence for 
the comprehensive use of fire-setting for trimming 
blocks, with the use of mud bricks to concentrate and 
control the fire). 
 
Recent excavation also shows many objects such as 
small and long obelisks, statues, stelae etc have 
been quarried and removed from this quarry. 
Studying traces of these objects sheds a great light 
on the ancient technique, as well as suggests that the 
unfinished Obelisk Quarry was one of very few 
ancient quarries used for quarrying long objects.  
 
Many graffiti were found and have been recorded, 
such as rock drawings of ostrich, fish, boats and 

many masons’ lines, including two drawings of 
finished obelisks. The most important group of graffiti 
is written in hieratic, found with some unfinished 
objects such as the Unfinished Obelisk and the 
Unfinished Statue.  This is particularly important as it 
proves that the work needed to be finished before the 
annual flood, so that the finished target blocks could 
be transported on the flood waters. It solved the 
problem of how the ancient Egyptians transported 
these heavy items, i.e. putting them onto a barge on 
the ground, which would then be lifted by the flood 
waters.   
 

 
 

Graffiti found with the recent excavation 
 

 
 
An important hieroglyphic inscription was also found 
in the quarry face. It is dated to Thutmosis III. 
 
 

 
 

The Uncovered Inscription of the King Thutmosis III, New Kingdom 

 
It is talks about two large obelisks quarried from this 
quarry to be sent to Luxor and set up in Karnak 
temple for the Jubilee Festival of the King in Year 25 
of his reign. The importance of this inscription is that 
it shows the king Tuthmosis III celebrated his first 
Jubilee Festival in the 25

th
 year of his reign, not as 

was thought before in the 30
th
 year.  The inscription 

describes precisely the location from which the two 
obelisks are cut and states precisely where they will 
be erected in Karnak Temple, i.e. the Fourth Pylon. 



The Unfinished Statue: 
A large unfinished colossal statue was found at the 
south-west corner of the quarry. 
 

 
 

The Unfinished Colossal Statue, about 19 m long and 3 m wide 

 
It is about 19 m long. The statue project was 
abandoned because of deep fissures on the top of 
the statue. Later and during the Roman times, quarry 
men reused the lower part of the statue and quarried 
off most of the statue block. That was proved by 
many Roman wedge holes which dominated on the 
lower part. On the northern side, the ancient 
separated tunnel of the statue still exists.  It shows it 
was almost finished and it is just resting on a thin 
wedge of rock. The pottery shards from our 
excavation around the statue, as well as the 
quarrying technique, suggest New Kingdom date for 
the statue.   
 
Transportation: 
Recent surveys, excavations and geophysical 
exploration have shed new light on the methods used 
to transport very large stone objects, such as 
obelisks and colossi, in the famous Aswan granite 
quarries. Evidence of man-made canals has been 
found within the quarries and between the quarries 

and the nearby Nile 
River. It suggests that 
the main canal ran 
south to north direction 
in between the 
unfinished obelisk and 
the Islamic necropolis. 
It seems a small 
crossroads of canals or 
ramps were built and 
used to transport the 
stones from quarry 
areas to the main 
canal. 
 
Conclusion 
Recent excavation at 
the Unfinished Obelisk 
site has solved a lot of 
problems relating to ancient quarrying techniques. It 
has proved that the ancient Egyptians never used 
wooden wedges for quarrying granite. In Dynastic 
times they used only stone tools with fire-setting.  
Whilst in Roman times they used metal wedges and 
pickaxes. Also the graffiti and inscriptions found 
during the recent excavation were very helpful for 
better understanding ancient quarrying and 
transportation techniques and times.  In fact they 
needed to co-ordinate each step of the work to be 
ready before the flood times; otherwise they had to 
wait for the next year to transport the blocks or the 
statues. 
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Extracts from: The “Great East Gate” or Gate V of Karnak Temple 
 
It is from the monuments of King Nectanebes I at 
Karnak Temple that we can associate the Great East 
Gate or Gate V. 
 

 
 
 

Its monumental entrance which gave access to the 
temple of “Amun who hears the prayers” probably 
replaced a more ancient gate as the position of the 
two obelisks of Ramesses II in front of it suggests.  
 
Different points allow us to attribute its building to 
Nectanebes I. The first is given by its inscriptions 
where the name of this king can be read. The lower 
part of the monument is the only one to have been 
partly decorated at this period, but all the surfaces of 
the wall were smoothed and prepared for this 
purpose. We can see from the remains of the 
monumental gate however that no decorations were 
carved for the cornice of the west façade. In addition, 
the upper part of the east façade was actually started 
in the Ptolemaic period during the reigns of Ptolemy II 
and Arsinoe II, but left unfinished. Its lintel alone 
received the divine figures and legends. 
 

The scene depicted on the south face of the 
northern wall of Gate V portrays the king offering a 
vase of perfume to the gods Amun and Khonsu who 
stand in front of him. Much is damaged and the faces 
of the figures have been hacked out, but the names 
of the king and much of the inscription remains intact. 
The king is portrayed in classic profile facing west, 
although only the outline of the head, shoulders, left 

wrist and right hand remain. A section of the front 
piece of a long kilt is also visible. 

 

 

 
The goddess Wadjet, is depicted here as a vulture in 
flight gripping a sun disc, above the head of the king. 
Amun stands with a sceptre and an ankh held in his 
left and right hands respectively.  Only four signs of a 
vertical inscription in front of the god remain in situ. 
Standing on a dais behind Amun is the god Khonsu, 
wrapped in a tightly fitting garment with his hands 
projecting and holding a multi- faceted staff. As with 
the other figures, the face is damaged but the crown 
is well preserved.  
 
A section of the surviving lines of inscriptions 
featured on the south face of the northern wall reads: 
 

“Wadjyt: I give you [health], life [and 
dominion]) like Re 

The king of Upper and Lower Egypt, ‘Khpr – 
k3 – Re’, son of Re’, Nectanebes, given life 

like Re 
Amun-Re lord of the thrones of the two lands, 

the foremost of Ipet-sut 
Words to be said: I give you the jubilee like 

Tatenen 
I give you the duration […. 

Khonsu at Thebes Neferhotep 
Words to be said: I give you life, stability, 

dominion like Re 
I give you all rejoicing of heart coming from 

me” 
 
An inset section of this wall has a design contained 
within two courses. These consist of horizontal rows 
composed of ankh signs with projecting arms bent at 
the elbow, each clutching a was sceptre. The 
alternating courses contain a cartouche on an nb sign 



alternating with a seated deity with a rnpt sign in each 
of its hands.  All of the symbols contained in the 
courses rest on the nb symbol.  
 
 

 
 

 
The scene depicted on the north face of the 
northern wall of Gate V again originally showed the 
king represented standing in front of the gods Amun 
and Khonsu.  The gods stand in classic profile facing 
east and although the figure of the king is no longer 
in situ, it originally stood easternmost on the scene 
and facing west.  The stone is badly damaged and 
extensively restored.  
 
The god Amun stands legs slightly apart with left foot 
forward and is wearing a short kilt with a tail falling 
behind. He has a tall plumed crown and collar of two 
rows of beads separated by a wide band. His face 
has been obliterated as well as the legs from the feet 
to the shins, although outlines are discernible. His 
right arm is only preserved to the level of the chest 
and his left arm hangs at his side with a damaged 
hand holding the ankh symbol.  
 
The god Khonsu stands in profile behind Amun. The 
face has been damaged but its outlines are 
discernible as is a false beard. The hair falls behind 
and ends in a ball shape below the shoulder. The 
body is moulded and preserved to just below the 
knee with the two hands protruding at waist level to 
grip a multiple staff. Thus a crook and a flail project at 
each side of the staff from the level of the hands. The 
inscription accompanying the figure of Khonsu reads: 

“Amun-Re king of Gods, lord of heaven and      ruler 
of Thebes 

[words to be said]….[I give you eternity] as king of the 
two lands 

I give you all power and victory […. 
Khonsu at Thebes, Neferhotep 

words to be said: I give you all life, stability, dominion 
like Re 

I give you all rejoicing of the heart by me”. 
 
 

 
 

 
The lintel of Gate V consists of three long blocks 
and two blocks with a cornice decorated with the sun 
disc and uraeus. The scene itself is from the 
Ptolemaic period during the reigns of Ptolemy II and 
Arsinoe II. In the southern section the king is seen 
offering Maat to Amun, Mut and Arsinoe. The king is 
followed by a feminine figure whose feet only are 
preserved.  In the northern section the king is shown 
offering Maat to Amun, Khonsu and Arsinoe. The 
scenes on the lintel are unfinished and present 
different stages of carving. The text above the two 
scenes speaks about bringing all the lands of Upper 
and Lower Egypt in abeyance to the king himself. 
 
The inscriptions on the monument show that the 
‘Great East Gate’ or Gate V of Karnak Temple dates 
at least to Nectanebes I, and that the Ptolemaic work 
corresponds only to a partial phase of decoration. 
However, the construction may be more ancient than 
the 30

th
 Dynasty or indeed correspond for example to 

the Ramesside gate which had probably been 
erected with the two obelisks already mentioned.  



The technical details show that this hypothesis 
cannot be supported. Effectively, the technical 
process of setting the blocks does not agree with 
those of Ramesside times. If it were the case, we 
would have observed many irregularities in the shape 
of the blocks and the existence of two parts of the 
wall badly connected, with intermediary filling, as we 
can see on all the buildings completed before the 
22

nd
 Dynasty. 

 
On the contrary, what is striking here is the perfect 
regularity of the layers (their height is quite the 
same). These are made of quite large sandstone 
blocks. and none shows on its upper face any recess 
in the shape of a channel, which  would facilitate the 
repartition of the plaster mortar used to set them. 
This recess is a well known characteristic of the 
buildings erected from the beginning of the Ptolemaic 
times. The aspect of the layers, the usual dimensions 
of the blocks and the perfect regularity of the system, 
correspond to the good building technique in use 
during the rule of Nectanebes I. 
 
Barguet also pointed out with pertinence that the “U” 
shape of the door jambs indicates that the stone 
building was closely connected with the mud -brick 
wall, and in this sense we can say that the firm dating 
of the gate reinforces at the same time the one of the 
precinct. 
 
The good state of preservation of Gate V allows us 
also to study a question of major importance for the 
understanding of the whole construction programme.  
This being the original height of the mud-brick wall 
which was linked with the stone building.  All the 
formerly visible parts of the gate had been carefully 
smoothed (facades East, West and central doorway), 
but the parts directly in contact with the mud-brick 

wall (facades North and South) had been left rough. 
This indicates that the precinct walls were at least as 
high as the gate, as it was in the case of the Montu 
Gate as well. 
 
This fact is not surprising, as we know perfectly well, 
a good example where gate and mud-brick walls are 
still preserved in their whole is the temple of    Deir el 
Medina. In that case we can see clearly the upper 
part of the wall with all its details (note 10) and notice 
that it followed the wavy shape of the layers.  We 
have thus all the means to restore the probable 
original aspect of Amun’s temple wall, in that its 
upper part was at about 21 metres high. We can also 
add that the Great East Gate or Gate V of Karnak 
Temple never possessed a pylon, but was simply 
connected with the ordinary elements of the precinct: 
 
Dimensions and date of the East Gate: 

 Width: 5.70 metres 

 Height under lintel: 14.50 metres 

 Total width: 13.50 metres 

 Total height: 20.60 metres 

 Thickness: 11.50 metres 

 Dated to: Nectanebes (Nectanebo) I  (c380-362 
BCE) 
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The New AEMES Logo – why a winged disc? 
 

The Winged Sun-Disc in Egypt by Margaret Beaumont 

 

 
 

Lintel at Kom Ombo (Photograph by Margaret Beaumont) 

 
If visitors to Egypt look upwards when they enter one 
of the many temples they will almost always see the 
winged disc of the sun carved on the lintel above the 
doorway.  
 
This is the symbol of one of the oldest deities in the 
Egyptian pantheon, the protective falcon of the sky 
god which was closely associated with the king. In 
the 4

th
 Millennium BCE, in Pre-dynastic Egypt, it is 

believed that the sky began to be seen as the wings 
of an immense falcon spread over the earth giving 
shade and protection; while an ivory comb with the 
name of Djet, fourth king of the 1st. Dynasty c.2950 
BCE, shows the barque of the sun supported by a 
pair of wings as it travels across the sky.  
 
By the 5

th
 Dynasty, c. 2506 BCE, the solar barque 

had been replaced by the winged solar disc, which 
was originally the symbol of Bedehty, the ancient sky 
god whose cult centre was the town of Behdet in the 
Delta. This god, who took the form of a falcon, and 
was revered as the ‘Lord of the Heavens’ later 
merged with another later and greater falcon god, 
Horus, who as grandson of Re and son of Osiris was 
the divine ruler of Egypt, incarnate in each living king 
of Egypt. In this form, one of his many Horus became 
known as ‘Horus of Behdet’ or ‘The Behedite’. The 
earliest direct reference to the winged sun disc by 
name as Horus of Behdet appears in the mortuary 
temple of King Sahure of the 5

th
 Dynasty, c. 2492 

BCE. The winged sun disc itself could be referred to 
as ‘The Great Flyer’, and in this form is found 
spreading its protective wings above the figures in 
the lunettes at the top of  stele and above temple 
doorways from the Middle Kingdom, c.2061 BCE 
onwards.                                                                                                                                                                                                 
                             
As the imagery of protection linked to the king 
developed, a uraeus was added to each side of the 
disc; the uraeus or cobra was the symbol of the 
goddess Wadjet, the goddess who came to represent 
northern Egypt, whose cult centre was the city of 
Buto in the Delta. Together with the goddess Nekhbet 
of southern Egypt, whose symbol was normally a 
vulture, but who could also be shown as a cobra 
where symmetry was required; Wadjet was one of 
the ‘Ladies of the Two Lands’, the goddesses who 
were particularly associated with the king. By the 

middle of the 2
nd

 Millennium BCE, during the New 
Kingdom, c.1569, these uraei began to be shown 
wearing the red or white crowns of the two kingdoms, 
depending on whether they were shown on the ritual 
north or south of the image. The winged sun disc 
therefore came to symbolise not only protection of 
the king, but of the whole land he ruled, and all who 
passed beneath its wings. Some scholars believe 
that the very feathers which spread outwards and 
downwards from the disc are a visual reference to the 
all encompassing rays of the sun itself. 
                             
By the Ptolemaic era, c.305 BCE the main cult centre 
of Horus of Behdet was at Edfu in Upper Egypt. Here 
Horus was venerated in his many aspects but 
principally as the lead in a divine triad which included 
Hathor of Dendera and their child, Harsomtus. A long 
inscription on the temple walls recounts the legend of 
how Horus came to take on the shape of the winged 
disc, describing how Horus defended Re when Set 
and his evil followers came from Nubia to overthrow 
the sun god. In this legend Horus is named as the 
son of Re, one of the titles of kingship, and the tale is 
told in the manner of a pharaonic chronicle, the 
rebellion beginning on the first day of the month Tiby.   
                              
After having been defeated in a series of pitched 
battles at various identified sites including Edfu, 
where Horus assumes the image of the winged disc 
for the first time; the enemies of Re take the form of 
crocodiles and hippopotami to attack the god’s solar 
barque, but are defeated by Horus using a harpoon. 
The rebels then flee to the Delta, where they are 
again defeated by Horus, this time in the form of a 
lion.  The remnants of the rebel army then flee south 
to Nubia, and are finally annihilated when Horus 
again assumes the form of the winged disc. After this 
victory Horus returns to Edfu, to be awarded the title 
of ‘The Behedite’ by the god Thoth. The first Tiby was 
thereafter regarded as a second New Year’s Day, as 
it was from this point that the whole world was saved 
and re-created.                       
                            
The winged disc is therefore one of Ancient Egypt’s 
most potent and long lived symbols, its protective 
image appearing for nearly three thousand years until 
the ancient religion of Egypt was finally suppressed in 
the  5

th
 Century CE. 



The Hittite Winged Disc by David Holding 

 
The Hittite kings were directly responsible to the 
Storm God who delegated to him his power on earth 
and whose servant or slave the king frequently calls 
himself.   
 

 
 

Supplied by David Holding 
 
 

The king, therefore, occupied the second highest 
rung in ruling of the realm. He held his appointment 
by divine right but, he ruled merely as the steward of 
the Storm God. Divine endorsement conferred the 
status of sacrosanctity upon the king.   
 

His appointment gave him a special ex officio 
relationship with the Storm God as his deputy on 
earth.   
 
The divine patronage was quite comprehensive in its 
scope as a common royal epithet informs us that he 
was “favoured by (all) the gods”. He also had his own 
personal gods that nurtured him throughout his life 
who ran before him and struck down his enemies.  
 
His direct links with the Storm God and his 
remoteness from his common subjects confirmed the 
status and mystique that enveloped him.  He would 
have appeared, to his subjects, as a being who 
hovered somewhere between heaven and earth.   
 
This was an image that was deliberately cultivated 
and reinforced by titles such as “My Sun”. It was very 
likely to have been the standard form when 
addressing him, equivalent to “Your Majesty”.  
 
This probably derived from northern Syria rather than 
Egypt and is closely associated with the winged sun 
disc which confirms and reinforces the divine nature 
of the king’s position.   

…………………………………………… 
 

The Assyrian Winged Disc by Debbie Miller 

 
 

 
The winged disc was also a feature of Assyrian 
iconography and is especially visible in the 9

th
 Century 

BE wall reliefs of Ashurnasirpal, but also appears on 
the Black Obelisk of Shalmaneser III and in later 
cylinder seals (all of these examples can be seen on 
display in the British Museum). A distinctive feature of 
the Assyrian winged disc, in fact an innovation, was for 
there to be a divine figure within the disc. 
 
The inclusion of this deity has provoked scholarly 
debate with regard to the god’s identity – is it 
Shamash, the sun-god, or Ashur, the national god of 
the Assyrians? The evidence for it being Shamash is 
of course the association of the winged disc with the 
sun. While certain martial features of this symbol might 
be more appropriately associated with the more war-
like god, Ashur. 

 
This image is a detail from the so-
called Throne Slab of Ashurnasirpal II. 

It shows the king twice on either side 
of the Sacred Tree. Above this we see 

a god within the winged disc holding 

out a ring to the right-hand image of 
the king. (See detail below) The ring, 
usually together with a rod, 

symbolised divine power in 
Mesopotamia. 

 
 
 
 



 

The Assyrians had the support of the gods when 
they went into combat and this is vividly portrayed 
in the battle scenes of Ashurnasirpal II. Here the 
deity in the winged disc travels with the king and his 
actions mimic those of Ashurnasirpal; either fighting 
or at rest when the battle has been won, as is clear 
in these images. 
 
This is perhaps the strongest evidence that the god 
could be Ashur. 
 

 

 

The winged deity also appears holding the ring (see 
below), an action more usually associated with the 
sun-god …  
 
So it is more likely to be Shamash. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Assyrian cylinder seal depicting the king and a 
courtier with winged disc above the sacred tree.  

 
Here the deity is identified as Shamash.  

 
 
 

(Photographs by Debbie Miller, British Museum) 



The Winged Disc in Ancient Persia by Sue Kirk 
 
 
 

 
Persepolis (Photograph by Debbie Miller) 

 

 
The winged disc truly becomes apparent in the art 
and iconography of ancient Persia during the 
Achaemenid period 559-330 BCE.  It may well have 
been King Darius I (522-486 BCE) who in claiming to 
be a direct descendant of a semi-mythical ancestor 
known as Achaemenes, instigated the winged disc 
symbol in this region of the ancient Near East.  There 
are after all, some ancient sources which reputedly 
state that Darius’ ancestor Achaemenes was not only 
nurtured by an eagle, but was also the true founder of 
the Achaemenid Dynasty.  
 
It was Darius I in particular, who had the winged disc 
icon displayed in various locations around his 
kingdom.  In his great palace at Susa, a beautiful 
blue-green glazed brick relief displayed the winged 
disc hovering protectively above a pair of winged and 
bearded human headed lions.   
 
On the towering cliff side of the Behistun Mountain in 
western Iran, the rock relief of Darius I shows several 
human figures and unique Persian inscriptions. The 
scene includes a winged disc which floats above the 
king, his companions and subjugates. The disc, 
probably better described as a ring in this image, has 
a male human figure standing inside it.  If it is the 
figure of the reputed Ahura Mazda the god of light 
and wisdom, then he must have been regarded by 
Darius as his divine protector.  However there are 
differing views of the iconography displayed here, 
and another interpretation is that this may in fact be a 
representation of the divine king himself in all his 
power and glory. 
 
At the great palace of Persepolis, the surface of one 
of the doorway jambs leading into the Hall of a 100 
Columns is decorated with a relief sculpture of a 
great Persian king and a retinue of supporters from 
the Persian Empire states. The enthroned king is in 
all probability Xerxes, the son of Darius I.  Above his 
head is an intricately decorated canopy which 

includes processions of bulls and lions converging on 
two central representations of the winged disc. 
 
Higher still and in truth dominating the whole scene 
from above, is Ahura Mazda standing inside a great 
winged disc. 
 
 

 
 

Persepolis (Photograph by Debbie Miller) 

 
The winged disc without the godly human figure can 
be identified on some cylinder seals. The impressions 
often show the icon hovering directly above the king’s 
head while the royal hero, in successful hunting 
combat with a lion or a bull, grasps the fated animal 
by its horns or hind legs.  
 
The tombs of Darius I and his son Xerxes at Naqsh-i 
Rustam, distinctly include a winged disc on their 
facades. The figure of the deceased king stands on 
an elevated three stepped rostrum with his right arm 
and hand raised towards a fire altar opposite. In 
between and above the two images, the figure of the 
god of light and wisdom, Ahura Mazda settles into the 
great winged disc. 
 
Images of the winged disc with a divine human figure 
can be seen gracing modern buildings in today’s Iran. 
The buildings are the sacred fire temples serving the 
Zoroastrian faith, whose divine icon is Zoroaster. 

 



Looking at the Very First Journal – AMES Quarterly, July 1987 
 

The very first Editor’s Welcome, written by Pamela Johnston, speaks of the society’s “next prime objective” being to 
go “national” and makes an heart-felt plea for both “budding and experienced writers – young, not so young, 
layman and academic” to send in their contributions. This continues to be the request made by your current editor 
and it is wonderful to think that over the years so many members have responded by taking up a pen or sitting 
down at the computer to make the journal such a success for the last twenty-five years!  
 
The journal lists the society’s original committee as follows: 
 
Dr E W Baker    Vice Chairman 
Mrs May Baker   Correspondence and Programme Secretary 
Mr Fred Bulley   
Mrs Janice Burkitt  Treasurer 
Miss Joyce Curtis   
Mr Bruce Johnston  Chairman 
Mrs Pamela Johnston  Publicity Secretary and Editor 
Mrs Connie Orrell  Minutes Secretary 
Mrs Kay Taylor 
 
The introductory statement was provided by Dr David Baker, President of the Society, and concluded with the 
following words: 

AMES is dedicated to the preservation of concern – about our past, about the study of great nations, and 
about ideas in several ways more profound than those today. I commend it to the membership with 
sincerity and charge its officers to fulfil its charter. I know their enthusiasm and commitment to its ideals will 
serve as strong pillars for a sound future. 

 
From its very beginnings, the Society has attracted members from both near and far. Indeed, the Chairman, Bruce 
Johnston reported that applications had been received not only from people living in Lincolnshire, but also from 
“Gloucestershire, Oxfordshire, Northern Ireland, London, Aberdeen, and the University of Sheffield”.  
 
The inaugural meeting held at the Sam Newsom Music Centre in Boston, as reported in this journal, attracted an 
attendance of “about forty interested people” who “braved the atrocious weather”. The meeting also included an 
illustrated talk on the ancient Middle East given by Dr Bill Baker. It seems to have been a resounding success as 
membership was “doubled”. 
 
Trips were an important part of the society’s activities from the beginning and the first journal included a report of a 
trip to the British Museum, London, held on Sunday 31

st
 May 1987 and announced a later trip to the Ashmolean 

Museum, Oxford for Tuesday 25
th
 August 1987. Dr Bill Baker led an “informed tour” of the Egyptian, Assyrian, 

Mesopotamian and Palestinian galleries for the members who went on the trip to the British Museum. 
 
The very first members’ meeting was the Strawberry Tea which was held on Saturday 27

th
 June 1987 at the 

Holland Education Centre. The informal discussion included strawberries and cream, which was to become an 
annual tradition for the society.  
 
This first journal, of seventeen pages, also included articles and other contributions: 

 The Late Hebrew Kingdom and the Old Testament – an article by Dr Bill Baker  

 A Seti I ‘Valley Festival’ in London – report of the EES (Egypt Exploration Society) lecture by Professor Erik 
Hornung, April 1987, by Richard Shaw 

 Solar Boats and Space-Age Archaeology – report of a radio programme when Dr Farouk el Baz of Boston 
University, USA spoke about discoveries at Giza by Pamela Johnston 

 Travellers Notes on Cyprus – holiday account by Walter and Sheila Franklin 

 Travellers Notes on Israel – holiday account by Jack Bagley 

 Book Reviews 

 Advance Notice of Dr EW Baker’s WEA classes on ancient Egypt, hieroglyphs, Flinders Petrie and ancient 
Israel. 

 
As you can see, the contents of this very first journal set the model for all later journals with the focus being on 
reports of events and trips with articles on aspects of the ancient Near East, book reviews and announcements of 
forthcoming events. In recent times, the journal has been supplemented by the AEMES Envoy, produced by 
Heather Edwards, Vice-Chairman, which has included news about courses, other events, and various other bits 
and pieces. 

Debbie Miller, Journal Editor 
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Thank you for reading this special 25

th
 Anniversary Issue of the AEMES Journal. 

 
 I hope you enjoyed it! 

 
If like me you start at the back and flick your way forward, I hope you see something that 

tempts you to read it from the beginning! 
 

I would like to echo the Chairman’s thanks – this journal has been made possible because 
so many have taken the time to contribute. 

 
As AEMES commemorated twenty-five years, it has been a time for reflection, but also a 

time to look forward … 
 

 For the future of the Society and for the study of the ancient Near East. 
 
 

Debbie Miller, Journal Editor 

 

http://www.aemes.co.uk/


 
 


